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These Considerations 


TUDENTS of our craft will gain much by paying particular 
> attention to how the writer of our lengthy lead article, the great 

French astrologer, André Barbault, goes about the task of 

interpreting a natal horoscope. He begins, you’ll note, by at- 
tempting to locate the individual’s place in his times, using the slow- 
moving planets to identify something about the age into which the native 
has been born and then demonstrating that this is someone who will 
make an impression on his generation. Further details of the native ap- 
pear with the analysis of the quicker-moving bodies, as modified by their 
signs, houses and aspects. The author’s later analysis of his subject's 
transits is truly masterful. All is described in words evoking magnificent 
imagery. 

Translations of the insightful writings of this European master have 
been far too few and sadly many English-speaking students are unfamil- 
iar with M. Barbault and his approach to astrology. For this reason we 
are extremely grateful to Francoise Moderne who translated this major 
work, especially for Considerations. 

The year that began with a tight ) o° o’ at the Spring Equinox has 
been every bit as difficult as our older texts warn us we should expect. 
Fully half of the year remains yet to pass. The article Bombs & Floods 
looks at just two of these unfortunate 2005 happenings. It is to be feared 
that the remainder of this violent year will provide further incidents not 
unlike those described in that article. 

Fewer separate articles appear in this Considerations, but those that 
are present for your enjoyment and instruction—Anne Whitaker’s 
thought-provoking account of some of her students’ reactions to coming 
to our craft, John Condon’s thoughts on ¥, John Frawley’s clear expla- 
nation of what the 9" house really means, and Ruth Baker’s seemingly 
simple interpretation of what your editor had found to be a complex ho- 
rary—we believe to be well worth your consideration. 

The sap in the trees has changed direction, now it is heading down- 
wards to earthy roots. The leaves are no longer green but have changed 
to red and yellow and brown. Only a few remain up on the trees, most 
wait to be raked up and bagged away. The chestnuts (horse, not sweet) 
have been beating down on the driveway here, targeting the unsuspect- 
ing. There are fresh dents on car roofs and smashed nut shells that 
crunch underfoot as we duck hurriedly between vehicle and house. It’s 
that time again: the annual Fall. 

—Enjoy! 


The Astrology of 
Napoleon 


ANDRE BARBAULT 


T IS AMAZING that Napoleon, a historical figure who made 
such an impact on the world and who has such a unique reputa- 
tion, has been so seldom analyzed by astrologers. 

Let’s consider the fabulous destiny of this second son from 
impoverished minor nobility, who became an army officer at 16, a gen- 
eral at 25, Chief of State of France at 30, emperor at 35, who dazzled the 
world with his military genius, and who conquered Europe with his glo- 
rious Grande Armée. He was no less imposing as a statesman, creating a 
new society as Charlemagne had done before. 

Among various secondary events we may also want to note his coro- 
nation by the pope himself in Paris and his second marriage with a de- 
scendant of Charles V. Even his fall from grace fires one’s imagination 
and increases the glory of his life story. Here are the ready-made scenes 
that would feed posterity: the triumphant flight of the ‘eagle’ fleeing the 
island of Elba “from belfry to belfry to the Towers of Notre Dame,” the 
funerary apotheosis of Waterloo and the 
exile from Europe. 

As a crowning glory, there came the 
exile of the fallen emperor, alone on a 
faraway rocky island shackled to his 
warden, the martyr’s fate on a par with the 
crowning of the Memorial: the young 
romantic crowd, yearning for larger-than- 
life heroes, quickly turned him into a living 
god! And since then, admired as much as he 
is deviled, respected as much as he is hated 
(some going so far as to like Bonaparte and 
reject Napoleon), the passionate feelings 
keep piling up at the feet of his monument. 

One needs only to consider how many 
works of art have been dedicated to 
Napoleon: countless movies, so many music pieces from Beethoven to 
Schoénberg, numerous paintings (in “Le Louvre museum, Le Sacre, 
David’s painting of Napoleon’s coronation, is the most popular piece 
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after the Mona Lisa and “more books have been published on Napoleon 
than there have been days since his death.” (Jean Tulard). 

If intellectual curiosity can move an astrologer to examine a specific 
horoscope, is there a more tempting historical figure than this one? Had 
his birth chart been commonplace, it would have undermined astrology; 
his natus had to contain an exceptional celestial configuration, one that 
was appropriate for his exceptional character and exceptional destiny. 
Our expectation is fulfilled. Napoleon’s cosmographic monument is so 
evidently superior, a model for astrology, that it can be considered an 
archetype. 

If he ever hopes to succeed in this initiatory journey as a live testi- 
mony to the reality of the Uranian art, the interpreter cannot avoid being 
accused of a partisan reading, particularly when dealing with such a char- 
acter. One should not be overly rigid about the picture of the “homo na- 
poleonicus” that emerges from his astrological chart. One must heed both 
the emphatic dissertations of those who made a hero of him as well as the 
disenchanted expressions of others, everyone perceives the man through 
his or her own senses. Yet, as Georges Blond acknowledges: “Solar 
spots don’t prevent the sun from shining.” 


The Birth of Bonaparte 
& the astrological approach 


We need to spend some time over this critical question, be- 
cause the answer has taken a long time to surface and has chal- 
lenged many astrologers, which may explain why no thorough interpreta- 
tion of his chart has ever been attempted. The truth is that his birth had 
become legendary. All the way to fantasies about his various origins: 
Greece, Scotland, Brittany, and, of course, a royal root (heir to the Bour- 
bon family). The most persistent fantasy was to make him the illegiti- 
mate son of the Count of Marbeuf, the king’s representative in Corsica, 
born on the 5" January 1768 on the governor’s domain, in Brittany near 
Ploérmel. 

In issues numbers 27 and 28 of Sous le Ciel, the astrologer Gilbert de 
Chambertrand fell into this trap, thinking he had recognized the character 
in this mislaid sky. An admirer of the display of the Sun “setting under 
the Arc de Triomphe” every year on the day of the emperor’s death, Don 
Neroman was misled by his collaborator when he repeated this version in 
Grandeur et Pitié de l’Astrologie (Fernand Sorlot, 1949). The interpreta- 
tive method was still in its trial and error stage, and in this case it was 
hardly attempted. 

Bonaparte opened his eyes to the light in Ajaccio on 15” August 
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1769. His birth was recorded in the Book of expenses of his father, 
Charles Bonaparte. His baptism testimony, written in Italian and kept in 
the records of the cathedral of the town, mentions it without specifying 
the time. 


¢ tecrnatoyn: y 
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Napoleon Bonaparte’s Act of Baptism. Archives of Ajaccio 


Today, this fact is so well accepted that the voluminous Napoleon 
Dictionar of Jean Tulard, who rarely leaves a stone unturned, does not 
even care to debate the date of birth. 

The problem of the time remains. It has stumped many French as- 
trologers. In his Traité d’Astrologie Pratique (Chacornac, 1912) Juvelno 
misled his colleagues by asserting that Napoleon was born “at a quarter to 
ten as mentioned in the Memories of Bourrienne.” However, he acknowl- 
edged that Bourrienne “was not unfailingly reliable.” This same version 
appeared England in Alan Leo’s 100] Notable Nativities, A. J. Pearce’s 
Text Book of Astrology, and was repeated in such as Modern Astrology, 
Coming Events and The Horoscope. 

Referring to a biography, without mentioning which, Paul Choisnard 
gives a 9:50 am. birth time in Language Astral (Chacornac, 1902), 
though he gave a chart for 10 a.m. in the July 1913 issue of Influence 
Astrale, without any interpretation. For lack of keeping updated about the 
works of their colleagues, some authors continue to repeat this inexcus- 
able error. These include J. Dorsan in Retour au Zodiaque des Etoiles 
(Dervy 1980) and Maurice Nouvel in Mercure et Vénus démasqués 
(Pardés 1991. 

In his Encyclopédie Astrologique Frangaise (Niclaus 1936), Janduz 
was still fooled, even though Eudes Picard had already raised the “Napo- 
leon issue” in his Astrologie Judiciaire (Leymarie 1932) and initiated 
the debate: 

“Let’s hope that this 9:45 a.m. birth time is not listed in the 
“Errors” of Bourrienne. We must acknowledge however that 
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the chart built around that birth time does not reflect the ex- 
traordinary glamour that rose from the prodigious stature of 
Napoleon.” 


There followed a version that Picard ascribed to Alvidas in Vol.11 of 
Key of Life: 
“The time chosen by Alvidas (11:31) seems more appropri- 
ate to the destiny of the Emperor. It is close to midday, the 
time of kings and, in all likelihood, it is not close enough.” 


So a third chart was drawn for 11:57. Again, without any justifica- 
tion, courageous astrological logic again prevailed with a birth time of 
11:30 am. presented by H. Beer in his Introduction a I’Astrologie 
(Payot 1939). 

A clarification was given by Guy Fradin in an article “Napoleon’s 
birth” published in Astrologie Moderne no. 13 (Paris 1955). Having dis- 
counted the incorrect trails, he went back to the baptismal act and rec- 
ommended “around eleven in the morning” through a convergence of testi- 
monies, among them a document from the counselor T. Nasica, a judge 
in Ajaccio from 1821 to 1829: Memoirs on infancy and youth of Napo- 
leon till the age of 23; preceded by an historical document on his father 
(Paris 1852). 

In fact, it would be more accurate to say “in the eleventh hour.” This 
would bring us closer to the “unofficial” source of the Memorial of 
Sainte Héléne of Las Cases, with the advantage of memories from pic- 
turesque tales of Napoleon’s delivery: 

“Napoleon was born on the 15" of August 1769, the day of 
the Assumption, around noon. His mother, a strong woman, 
both physically and morally, who participated in the war 
while pregnant with him, wanted to go to mass because of 
the solemnity of the day. She had to come back quickly and 
didn’t even have time to reach her bedroom and laid her 
newborn on one of those old antique carpets with great 
characters, those heroes from legend or may be from the Ji- 
liad: there was Napoléon.” 


His mother, Letizia, explained away the romantic decoration “It is a 
tall tale to have him born on the head of Caesar; he did not need it. We 
had no carpets in our Corsica houses.” 

But the rest of the story stays the same: “When arriving at home—it was 
around noon—she had no time to go up to her bed... and gave birth almost im- 
mediately” (André Castelot in his Bonaparte. Academic Library Perrin 
1967). 

And we still have other statements on this birth: 

“With the help of her sister-in-law Gertruda Paravicini—her 
husband’s sister—she went back home hastily to her house 
on Malerba street. As soon as she arrived, she had no time 
to go up to her bedroom : she made her way to the sitting 
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room, laid down on a green couch and almost immediately 
gave birth with the help of her sister in law who acted as a 
midwife. It was around noon.” 
(André Castelot, “Madame Mére” in his Histoire Insolit. 
Academic Library Perrin 1982). 


Outside of France they went through the same laborious discovery. In 
Belgium, Charles de Herbais de Thun testified that he had selected the 
time 9:30, then gave 9:50 in his Synthése de I'Interprétation As- 
trologique (Demain 1937), while mentioning the 10:00 version of Ju- 
velno, Picard and Choisnard (in Influence Astrale n°4). Jany Bessiére 
discovered in her files a version of 11:50 (without any justification) 
given by Eugene Caslant in Chacornac’s Almanach 1933). 

In Italy, after having adopted the time of Choisnard, as recommended 
by Grazia Bordoni, (Date di Nascita Interressanti ...), various versions 
were proposed in Linguaggio Astrale : 11:00 by Natale Maione (n°97) 
and by Davide Ferrero & Franco Orlandi (n°105); and 11:30 by D. 
Valente, C. Cannistra & M. Malagoli (n°78) and by Rocco Pinneri (n° 
103). 

In Germany, confusion began as early as July 1910 in Zodiakus when 
Albert Kniepf complained about this timing uncertainty which made him 
doubt the veracity of the date 5" February 1768 given by Bonaparte as 
the date of his wedding contract. The same confusion also worried Rein- 
hold Ebertin, who returned to it several times (Meridian 1982/1), while 
he proposed in Kosmolisher Beobatcher an almost similar chart with the 
Ascendant at 18° Tl, without justifying his choice. 

In the third volume of Horoskope Lexikon (1992) Hans Hinrich Tae- 
ger, proposed a chart for 11:30, also without justifying his choice in com- 
parison with the other proposed times. 

In the USA, Stephen Erlewine gave 9:45 in The Circle Book of Chart 
(1972) while 11:30 was preferred by Lois M. Rodden in The American 
Book of Charts (1980). 

Finally, we can consider that he was born around 11:30 a.m., with a 
possible error of 15 minutes either way, which is not too imprecise. This 
was the time I suggested in “Le Lion” from the Zodiac Collection of Edi- 
tions du Seuil (1958) and in my book Traité Pratique d’Astrologie (Le 
Seuil, 1961) 

A conclusion is necessary: the confused question of the birth of 
Bonaparte kept astrologers overcautious because there has never been 
any consistent interpretation that could retain their interest. At the very 
most, we can refer to some mumblings and eventually some small analy- 
sis such as the ones for the public at large in the “Petit Dictionnaire des 
gens du Lion” of Zodiaque Collection, Le Seuil Edition. There is still 
lacking a real interpretation of the chart of Napoleon, one as large as his 
character. It is this “premiere” which is attempted here with the hope that 
the transcendental dimension of this archetypal figure will be attained. 
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An Outstanding Generation 


CCORDING to the fundamental criteria of astrology and in re- 
gard to the exceptional character that faces us, the nativity of 
Napoleon is the sort of chart which should fulfill our expecta- 
tions. The delight it gives us comes from many directions, 
mainly from the convergence of a double prominence: the convergence 
of an exceptional “background,” an unexpected carrier environment, and 
a quasi-omnipotent “signature,” the ultimate essence of space-time. 

At the root of the celestial stars of Napoleon, the initial overture that 
forms the basis of his inner orchestration, a triple trine of the three slow- 
est planets appears in an already prestigious manner, like a crowning: the 
equilateral triangle between X¥, ¥, and P, a unique phenomenon over the 
centuries that serves as a glorify- 
ication. 

As a decisive crossroads of 
history: it is at the precise moment of 
the preceding triple conjunction of 
X, ¥, and B in 575 BC that hu- 
mankind as we know it came about 
with the advent of great prophets 
(Zarathustra, Isaiah, Pythagoras, the 
Buddha and Confucius), or in other 
words the advent of oriental 
religions and of a budding faith that 
is still alive in the greater population 
; it was also the advent of Greek rationalism, the seed of our 
modern civilization, the real dawn of human knowledge as we know it, 
buoyed by the philosophers of Ionian cities. 

In the process of the cyclic development generated by the conjunc- 
tion, its first phase (0°) is to the trine (120°) what the beginning of life is 
to maturity, in such a way that the triangular convergence of the three 
trines of this astral trio represents the highest development of society, 
which, because of its degree itself, necessarily promises a great historical 
turning point. It is in a way like the apex of the golden age. 

The outcome of this inspiration is the appearance of the philosophers 
“of light.” Through them appear the great liberating aspirations that have 
emptied the world of the presence of God in order to better position the 
human being, who can take a more active role in the management of his 
own destiny. This humanism is able to do thanks to the emergence of 
technical scientific progress that has helped man control matter (the three 
planets are in a triplicity of earth: 6-1-7). It is under this umbrella that 
the industrial revolution began, with its instrumental creations that revo- 
lutionized everyday life and led to a new age. The Philadelphia Congress 
in 1774 gave it a concrete expression as a foreword to American Inde- 
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pendence, with a human rights declaration modeled on the principles es- 
poused and communicated by French philosophers: humanity entered the 
modern era with its concurring leadership of materialism and Goddess- 
Rationality. Not without, one must admit, being escorted by the best and 
the worst. 

It is therefore to be expected that the generation that appeared at the 
crossing over of these two worlds of civilization would crop up and give 
birth to giants, not only to Napoleon but also to Hegel, Beethoven, de 
Cuvier and Chateaubriand. And we must not forget the emperor’s oppo- 
nents: Metternich and Wellington, and the shining army of generals and 
marshals. 

It was around this prestigious cohort that men of the time lived the 
amazing epic of the Napoleonic Empire. A generation sown with seeds 
of romantic heroes, as in the example of this soldier of the Grande Ar- 
mée: “Our target was glory. It was a vast target as was the great epoch our 
youth was living in.” This generation was also making the transition be- 
tween the Ancient Regime and modern times. 


The Influence of Neptune 


ROM THIS initial central triangle of the three slowest planets, 
let’s now consider the five-sided polygon that is formed with 
the addition of two more planets, \} and 2 that were in a splen- 
did trine parallel to the X-P axis that formed the base of the 
pentagon, both equidistant to ¥ at the top. The peak of a pentagon made 
up of a quadrilateral surmounted by an isosceles triangle. 

As a result, the fundamental 
particles of the triangular nucleus be- 
come heated, dilated, magnified by 
the breath of air of this planetary pair 
(2-4) which is itself in its phase of 
full expansiveness. Here is the dy- 
namism of the chart that takes form 
and movement, the heavy trends as- 
cending promisingly into spectacular 
configurations, in the splendor of 
their exegesis. 

In the many sextiles successively 
formed by ¥--¥-\4-P, a special pattern is formed by the isosceles tri- 
angle 2-¥-\4 which overhangs the big rectangle of X-2-\4-P. 

At the core of this sumptuous structure, the central position is occu- 
pied by ¥ in 1? which, with its implications in the whole chart, is the 
great collector of the components of this configuration. In this configura- 
tion one can sense a human miasma full of a great common dream, a col- 
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lective escape of souls driven by a high tide of passion, whirling along a 
grandiose historical adventure. 


The Elevation of Mars 


OW, o& appears as the keystone to this temple. 

Before looking at 0” alone, let’s appreciate the overall actu- 
alization of the triangle of the trans-saturnians which are united 
together by the isosceles triangle 2-o’-4. There is nothing bet- 
ter than the hot participation of this “carnal” trio to animate it and bring it 
to a peak of existence. There could have been no richer frame to bring to 
life the exceptional generation of 
the grand trine of K a ¥ a P. 

The summit of the building is 
still o’. Supported by ¥ in a 
harmonic sign, it occupies a central 
position at the same distance by 
sextiles, to the 2 4 4—the most 
beneficial aspect that can exist so 
far as a_ sense of ease, 
auspiciousness, or even the natural 
advantage of a combination of cir- 
cumstances—and by trines to X a 
P. This heart is nothing else but the 
convergence of twelve major 
harmonics, five of which belong to o’! This mechanism can then be 
evaluated as a record: the configuration of o in the chart of Napoleon is 
practically the only one of its kind and reaches a top. 

It is no surprise that Bonaparte instinctively reacted to this extreme 
sign by entering the Military School of Paris in 1784, thereby obeying o” 
and its configurations, and that his military genius made him the equal of 
Alexander, Hannibal, or Caesar, the greatest captains of all times. For, in 
spite of the shocking reality of the horrors of war, we can’t help viewing 
the story of the Grande Armée, advancing in all directions across Europe, 
as the most stunning, the most prodigious of all “chansons de geste.” 

The splendor of this platform should not blind us from a pragmatic 
conclusion and the need to compare the o of Napoleon with the o of 
great military figures of history. The idea is self-evident: the meaning of 
the configuration of o’ in a soldier’s life is a precursor of his military 
journey, in accordance with the general background of his personal chart. 
The best way to determine this is to refer to typical historical examples 
by comparing extreme facts: brilliant victories and disastrous defeats, the 
laurels of glory with military collapse. 

The work begun with Didier Geslain gave me the opportunity to con- 
firm this theory through empirical evidence. This was verified over the 
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birth data of a hundred marshals of France and the Empire, of all great 
generals of the time, including principal military opponents of the Em- 
peror. The result is stunning: none of them has a position of o’ compara- 
ble with that of Napoleon. The best off among the greatest have only 
three major harmonics, exceptionally four, as for instance in the chart of 
the great marshal of Luxembourg. By comparison, the contrast is striking 
between these harmonic configurations and the disharmonic ones of o in 
the chart of Admiral Frangois-Paul de Brueys who died in the defeat of 
his fleet at Aboukir; or of Admiral Pierre-Charles de Villeneuve, a pris- 
oner in the defeat of his fleet at Trafalgar, and (four major bad aspects to 
Mc-©Q-4-\K) of Marshal Frangois Achille Bazaine who surrendered with- 
out fighting in open country at Metz in 1870, condemned to military de- 
motion and to death, the worst French military punishment. 


An Exalted Signature 


mental o’: but with the steed comes the rider. The astrological 
signature which brings out the intersection of time and space, 
the ‘here and now’ of the natal chart, is also colossal. 

At the place and time of Mc 
his birth, there was indeed an 
extremely rare convergence 
between planets. At the exact 
same moment, } rises in Th, 
the © culminates in ©, and ¥ 
sets in G—a_ collusion 
between the three most 
powerful planets and the 
three strongest signs—linked 
to one another by aspect to 
the Medium Coeli, where & is 
also in 2. A configuration 
that entails four angular conjunctions and five squares in a right-angle 
triangle with the base being the 4 o° X¥. We can even add to this tight 
concentration ) in #. 

How can we not see in this extreme concentration a man with a hyper 
ego, bursting with will power, devoured by the demon of ambition, en- 
tranced by the idea of power, all energies focused towards authority, su- 
premacy, prestige, greatness, hugeness, and the epic? 

What a thrust to make the most of the resources of the o platform! 
This is an immense personage with vast capabilities, who is driven by a 
profound confidence. How could such a man not have an immense faith 
in what he called his “lucky star,” because he felt he was “destiny’s 
child” called to a mission as others are to a supreme ministry? If o is the 
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arbiter of his destiny, there is no doubt that it is in respect to and accord- 
ing to his angular O-4-¥ that he drank avidly from the dizzying cup of 
Fortune: politics, the great purpose of modern tragedy. It is that which 
lifted his destiny to breathtaking summits. 

There is good reason to question why, with this colossal o’, the Napo- 
leonic epic ended so tragically. The answer may be found in the rest of 
the chart, which leads us to the conclusion that it is the statesman (with 
many conflicts) and not the military man who was responsible for his 
fall. 

The pre-eminence of the war general can be seen from beginning to 
end in his life journey. If Napoleon eventually lost the war at Leipzig, it 
was not due to a mistake on the battlefield; it was simply that he could no 
longer fight a united European front, the largest France ever had to face. 
The specialists are unanimous in their opinion that the France’s 1814 
campaign was a masterpiece of military art. 

Despite waning resources—one soldier for every four of the armed 
continent—he still managed to defeat in separate campaigns the Austrian 
Schwarzenberg, the Prussian Bliicher, the Cossacks of Platov, and the 
soldiers of Wurtemberg (nine victories in forty-five days). The Allies 
began to doubt they would ever win and the emperor, renewed in his ar- 
rogance, believed he was closer to Vienna than the emperor of Austria 
was to Paris. But the game was much too unequal, besides the fact that 
promised support failed to materialize, and that his comrades-in-arms 
were abandoning him. 

Nor was a mistake made at Waterloo where the defeat (by a thread) 
was due to the absence of the army corps of Grouchy. Sooner or later, a 
mistake had to be made that ended this intrusive statesman who was un- 
wanted by the sovereigns of the reigning dynasties, themselves deter- 
mined to bring France back into line. Moreover, it was by training at his 
‘school’ that his military opponents managed to beat him: relying above 
all on the recommendations of Bernadotte, one more Swedish enemy, to 
systematically evade direct confrontation and to only fight his lieuten- 
ants. The prestige of the Grande Armée chief remained intact, both for 
the people who mostly remembered the panache of his brilliant victories 
and for the military experts who continue to call him the greatest captain 
in history. The Napoleonic epic continues to impresses posterity. 


Heir to the French Revolution 


yeas HAT DOES o’ ¢ ¥, the main configuration, tell us? 

An initial meaning arises from a historical perspective; the 
same conjunction was present in the charts of the three leaders 
) of the French Revolution: Danton, Robespierre and Saint Just. 
Its meaning is confirmed by repetition, the same conjunction is also pre- 
sent in the charts of Lenin, Trotsky and Stalin. 
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This common core expands to the marshals of the empire: Augereau 
and Massena who already won in 1796 and 1797; Perignon, a noble man 
devoted to the Republic, and especially Kellerman, the man of Valmy, 
the symbol of the triumph of republican armies. 

The fabric of history was woven from the o’-¥ cycle, which empha- 
sized the reign of the revolutionary Commune, from the conjunction of 
10 August 1792 when Louis XVI was dethroned, to the one that ac- 
companies Thermidor 9 (27" July 1794) when Robespierre was over- 
thrown. This same o’ ¢ ¥ returned for a third time on Brumaire 18, year 
VIII (9 November 1799), the date of the coup that ended the Directoire 
and brought Bonaparte to power as First Consul. 

“I am the French Revolution.” Throughout this self-renewing cyclic 
current, Bonaparte felt he was the continuous link with the new manifes- 
tation of his generation, like a melting pot of civilization where men of 
the Old Regime mingled with the children of modern times. 

With this conjunction in mutable TJ, Napoleon first drank from the 
popular revolt, all the way to its "sans culottes" tones, which helped cre- 
ate the soldiers of year II, re-made in the revolutionary cauldron and car- 
rying beyond the borders the torch of the new age, while reigning in the 
national hemorrhaging of a regicide France, lost in chaos and tragedy. It 
was the end of the quagmire: through him, order reigned again. 

The duality of the mutable sign I? passed from Bonaparte to Napo- 
leon. The emperor was the man through whom the Revolution’s work 
continued to be done, so much so that for the European nations "his pas- 
sage was felt like the night of 4" August" (George Lefebvre) as he intro- 
duced the Civil Code into all the annexed countries and the vassal king- 
doms of his vast empire. 

This Revolution had destroyed the old world. The emperor estab- 
lished a new world, the present time starting from it. But he rebuilt ac- 
cording to the principles and the rights of the Revolution which were 
making way everywhere through this Civil Code, giving a lasting and 
universal radiance to France. These great and beautiful truths have be- 
come immortal. 

"They will be the faith, the religion, the guiding principles of all peo- 
ple, and this unforgettable era will be related, in spite of all, to my own 
person, because after all was said and done, I made the torch shine, I 
established these principles and today persecution has finally succeeded 
in making a Messiah out of me" (Memorial) This was the final contra- 
diction. The pompous drums of the empire, while covering the lamenta- 
tions from the horrors of war, cannot make us forget that the heir to the 
French Revolution was a tyrannical ruler, dictatorial, animated with the 
"unquenchable need to be the center of attention" (Mollien), making all yield 
before him. 

“There is but one secret to run the world, it is to be strong, because in 
strength there is no mistake, no illusion; it is the truth laid bare.” This is 
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a dangerous trap when strength is blinded by an excessive self- 
confidence fanned by an infinite ambition. "True glory consists in putting 
oneself above one’s status." 

The fascinating glory of Napoleon, betrayed by his own blinding 
power, can finally be reduced to a synthesis of the pros and cons. 


The Great General 


ERE ARE the initial signals of the o’ ¢ ¥: while finding his 

way in the Brienne school, the young Bonaparte first saw him- 

self as a future royal commander with forty guns, a project 

thwarted at once by the “madre”, anxious at the idea to see her 
dear Nabulio at sea. A transient foreshadowing of the future, quickly 
outmatched by history, when the background with o merges with his 
signature. 

Let’s first consider the entrance of this raw commander-in-chief of 
the Italian Army, 26 years old, small, thin, pale, dry, with a sallow com- 
plexion, the Vendemiaire general welcomed by its well-established sen- 
iors. Augereau, Masséna, Sérurier, generals of fortune risen from the 
ranks, who had proven over again that they were reliable, these strapping 
fellows, aloof, coarse, full of contempt, eyed 
him harshly. But this runt could stare down 
anyone, almost to the point of scaring these 
tough guys 

And right away, in sharp tones, he 
exposed his plans, gave orders with an 
imperious tone and dismissed them. As he 
spoke to the petty chiefs as a Master, in the 
same vein he gained control over his undisci- 
plined troop of hungry and ragged beggars, 
close to anarchy. He mobilized his soldiers 
for the conquest of Italy, his famous speech 
waving like a flag. He was already full of the 
charisma that would make him the most 
extraordinary leader since Alexander. 

The Neptunian magic of his military 
genius, is that he instinctively knew how a 
private soldier lived, thought and what he 
liked, how to talk to him and what to tell him. 
He very quickly established excellent com- 
munications with his men, almost to the level 
of a mystical experience, the legendary figure of the "small corporal" 
with his grey frock coat, his two horned hat and his hand in his waistcoat, 
standing out in the shadow of the soldiers. Nothing better portrays the 
depth of this intimate knowledge than the quote that follows one of his 
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well-known field inspections of the troops: "J draw my plans of battle 
from the dreams of my sleeping soldiers” 

Fascinated by the genius of their leader—maker of their dreams as in 
the image of the energetic Bonaparte crossing the Alps (1800) of Jacques 
Louis David—these men were won over by the collective trance so much 
so that they worshipped and served him as if there were no greater hap- 
piness. 

He could ask them for feats of courage, of resistance, of heroism and 
of sacrifice: coming out of the Boulogne-sur-Mer campgrounds in 1803, 
transported by an indescribable passion, they were ready to follow him to 
the end of the world. He was one with them and it was an invincible 
army that followed in this giant’s footsteps on his imperial flight, the 
grognard (= soldier of the old guard of Napoleon I) and "his" emperor, 
the "small close shaven man” even becoming a lucky charm. For Napo- 
leon was not afraid of exposing himself to enemy fire; he risked his life 
on the battlefield: ten horses were killed under him. He was one of them. 

"My soldiers were well at ease, very free with me; I have often seen 
some addressing me as one of theirs. I was seen as terrifying by the offi- 
cers and perhaps by the Generals, but never by the soldiers. They had 
the instinct of truth and of sympathy, they knew me as their guardian 
and, if need be, their avenger." (to Las Cases). 

“One has never seen such devotion from soldiers as from mine. In all 
my misfortunes, no soldier, even while expiring, ever complained about 
me; no man has been served more faithfully by his troops than I was. 
The last drop of blood flowed from their vein with the cry of "Long live 
the Emperor." (to O'Meara). 

Hyperbole, as always, from this man, who forgot he was hated during 
the worst moments of these battles when he asked his soldiers for the 
impossible. It remained quintessentially true to the end of his adventure. 

If he could "electrify" his soldiers, almost as if they were in a trance, 
it was because he was hyper-energetic, driven himself by a fantastic his- 
tory. As soon as he appeared on the battlefield, victory rushed up to 
meet him and for a full ten years he remained invincible. Thus, in a daz- 
zling manner that feeds imaginations, the eagle flew from victory to vic- 
tory, from one European capital to another, from Lisbon to Moscow, 
from the drums of Arcole to the knell of Waterloo. 

Let’s notice in passing the Neptunian note of an illusionist strategist, 
an expert in mystifying the opponent, an artist of the trick of smoke 
screens, as when he made a racket with his drums to impress the enemy 
or when he distracted them by fanning the fires in his camps, thus ma- 
nipulating the enemy into moving and better falling into his trap. 

Another angle comes from the resources of the 4 o° ¥ which forms a 
triangle to the o o ¥. It gives this tumultuous genius unprecedented dar- 
ing, beyond the comprehension of his enemies. Thus the feat of Bona- 
parte who had his army of Italy cross the Great Saint Bernard Pass, a 
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horrendous expedition, a titanic adventure! 

As a military genius of powder, he "moves like a flash and strikes like 
lightning,” already proclaimed The Mail of the Army of Italy on October 
23, 1797. Its main strategic quality was to upset the established order 
while initiating the technique (X) of the lightning-fast war, so appropriate 
to his striking glance. In the military annals of all times, there are no 
more brilliant accounts than his campaigns which led to the immediate 
surrender of the opponent, and nothing equaled the dazzling war pomp of 
Austerlitz. Starting around seven in the moming on 14” June 1800, 
against an enemy greater in numbers, the battle of Marengo ended bril- 
liantly around 8 p.m. At Austerlitz, with one French man for every two 
Austro-Russians, the engagement of 2°* December 1805 started around 7 
a.m. and ended around 5 p.m. with a complete victory and a legendary 
charge of the Guard. Capping even these were his two victories in a sin- 
gle day, at Jéna and Auerstadt on 14" October 1806, when Prussia col- 
lapsed, and the two-hour victory against the Russians at Friedland on 14 
June 1807. "Soldiers, we must finish this 
campaign with a roar that annihilates our 
enemy’s pride!" 

The whole style (O-\4-x) of the 
character is here. It is so in the full 
conviction of the emperor of the best days. 

"Before tomorrow evening, this army is 
mine!" (A day before Austerlitz). "J have 
them in hand! In one month from now we 
will be in Vienna!" (He was there three 
weeks later). 

And in the bad days, the same state of 
mind turned to arrogance, an excess of 
confidence that contributed to his downfall. 

His hyperactive rhythm was that of a troop that moves through forced 
marches. The grognard waged war with his legs and walked fifty kilo- 
meters a day, always ahead, always faster, in the same manner his cav- 
alry burnt the pathways and he himself was always breathless, tireless, 
everywhere. A volunteer of 1803 estimated that he covered thirty-six 
thousand kilometers on foot over ten years. The geographical extent of 
the Napoleon’s campaigns is unparalleled: it covers Europe, from Portu- 
gal to Russia. This continental intermixing by the grognards—older 
than their leader—involved a particular generation born under ¥ in 4 
(1752-1759) and T (1760-1767). 

The Uranian emphasis in split two populations because of the dou- 
ble character of the sign. On one side, the extreme contraction of the 
self, fully experienced during the tragic time of the French Revolution: 
detention, captivity, prison (the Tower of the Temple, the Conciergerie, 
Sainte Pelagie, Luxembourg) on top of the emigration, and on the other 
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side, the extreme expansion of the self through cosmopolitanism, con- 
veyed after the American adventure of La Fayette and the Lameth, 
through this dizzying military flight that would mix for a few years over 
ten different populations. In the end, all languages were spoken in the 
Grand Army. 

This was due also in large and possibly greater part to ¥ in T—a sig- 
nature common to half the marshals of the empire, a particular element 
of a generation that, from its deepest innards, released and spurted out an 
explosive force that naturally found its preferred expression in perilous 
adventures, feats, climaxes, and risky extremism. In a way, this was a 
generation of tough guys and loose canons, if not black sheep. 

The great captain also had his faults: he did not try to improve the 
weaponry inherited from the Ancient Régime, he did not use the surveil- 
lance skills of the hot air balloon pilots... But the fate of his reign would 
be settled elsewhere. 

"There are only two powers in the world, the saber and the mind. In 
the long run the saber is always beaten by the mind.” Alas! The sover- 
eign did not have always the mind on his side. 


The Statesman 


TARTING WITH Charlemagne, 

which king can we compare him 
y to? Among the 200 European 

monarchs of whom we have the 
birth data, the one who is the most like 
Napoleon astrologically speaking, who 
shares with him two common major posi- 
tions, is Louis XIV, whom incidentally he 
admired enthusiastically. Were they not the 
two most notorious French wielders of 
absolute power? The Sun king carried the 
royal staff in his crib. 

Both had ¥ in Tl » Ascendant and © in 
10" ¢ Mc aspected by 4. And, if in the 
Bourbon’s chart the diurnal luminary was 
in T?, at least he had the ) and 2 in 2. 

In the emperor‘s chart, the 4-O duo that we find also in the chart of 
Louis XIV, expanded itself to a triumvirate completed by ¥, these three 
components constituting the buttress of his internal structure. Each one 
of the three reinforced the other two to unite in a midpoint where the 
whole being imposed its passion: the dizzying elixir of strength, the ec- 
stasy of power, the intoxication of glory. The true passion of Napoleon 
was not war and, for a time at least, the civil leader in him was greater 
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than the captain. 

Since the key word “passion” has been uttered, let’s recall that, in his 
"Treaty of Characterology" (PUF, 1945), René Le Senne described Na- 
poleon as a passionate individual (Emotive-Active-Secondary). "J am 
the State” is the motto of this type of "man of the highest activity,” because 
he is always driving "to the full the mobilization of his personal forces" and 
replacing "all passions by a single passion that is the driving force of his life; a 
major passion that can lead to excesses, to tyrannical hypertrophy of the will- 
power.” A focused whole of which aspects we can find in his three inner 
characters. 
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\ rising in Tl gave him a vigorous animal vitality and an exuberant 
temperament with imperious desires and demanding aspirations, fully 
affirming its vitality. There was a strong physical presence, with an at- 
tractive personal magnetism, egocentric demands, natural authority, and 
his power of conviction exerted a more or less enthralling dominance 
over others. It is that which was already felt in the young Bonaparte and 
which has been compared to the power of the eagle. This is also ex- 
pressed in his morphology, at times expressed by portrait painters 
(Guerin, Museum of Versailles; Horace Vernet, Tate Gallery London): 
an angular face, with, crossing the look of lightning-filled set eyes, a na- 
sal bridge underlined by hollow cheeks and high cheekbones, in short, a 
mask of a bird of prey. Straight to the point! "There are no ifs, ands or 
buts, one has to succeed... I have myself but one need, to succeed.” 

As for the culmination of the © in Q, it indicates mainly the upward 
vertical tension of an ego that longs for greatness. The ego which wants 
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to be radiant is primarily looking for authority, supremacy, nobility, pres- 
tige, brilliance, opulence, at the risk of being theatrical. The eagle wants 
to soar and glide in all its majesty, wrapped in glory. “What I seek above 
all, is greatness: what is great is always beautiful.” (to Denon) “A new- 
born government must dazzle.” 


Napoleon Bonaparte 


11:30 a.m. LMT, 15th August 1769 


Ajaccio, Corsica: 41N46, 8W48 


The air we breathe here is heroic, reminiscent of Greco-Roman antiq- 
uity. One also thinks back to the prestigious pomp and circumstance of 
the Empire, to the dazzling luxury of the Court, which exceeded the 
splendors of Versailles. Not only was he a great master in his talent for 
leadership, Napoleon was also a marvelous actor, but even more he was 
the greatest director of the story of a prestigious time. "J was born in a 
poor family and I now hold the greatest throne in the world. I have laid 
the law on all of Europe. I have awarded crowns. I have given mil- 
lions... 

I am so identified with our wonders, our monuments, our constitu- 
tions, all our national acts that one could not take me out of them without 
insulting France." 

As for X in & setting, one can hear in it a transcending call that gives 
voice to the tyranny of a passion that passes through the individual to 
then go above it. "The great man is in nobody's way... I won't be born of 
anybody” (while refusing the title of king) 

In a focused awareness, his ‘concentration-driven’ mind drew fully 
inward on his inner life: the quasi-paranoid or obsessive way of the in- 
ventor who forgets all, wife, children, social relationships, to focus sin- 


19 


Barbault: Napoleon 


gle-mindedly on his invention and who thinks of it constantly and exclu- 
sively, like Kepler did with the orbits of planets. This explains all the 
more his confidence, his persuasiveness, his striking impression. It also 
explains the hyperactivity of a luminescent man, driven to frenzy, given 
to the vertigo of excess, living life at an exhausting pace that condemns 
him to a premature collapse like the brief blaze of a shooting star. 

Naturally, all of this made him a tireless hyperactive man who filled 
his days with eighteen-straight hours of activities, exhausting his collabo- 
rators. "Work is my life; I was born and built for work. I have known 
how far my legs could carry me, how far my eyes could see, I was never 
able to tell how long I could work... I work a lot, while dining, while at 
the theatre: at night I wake up in order to work.... It is willpower, char- 
acter, diligence and daring that have made me what Iam" 

Let’s not forget, of course, that this athletic drive was aided by an 
immense mind, large enough to be a political force. With this crowning, 
the unifying agent of our three giant planets comes into play: ¥ in 2 at 
the top of the chart. We will come back to the intellectual faculties of the 


man. 


Meanwhile, the mobility of the person 
is related to this major influence of %, for 
his character changed considerably during 
the course of his short life. One is even 
surprised at the metamorphosis which 
took place within him during the 
trajectory of his life, his alteration corre- 
sponding to the migration of the centre of 
gravity from one pole to the other of his 
triad. Admittedly, his evolution could 
have followed the diurnal rhythm of 
rising, culminating and setting by putting 
4 before the ©, but here the 
chronocratoric archetypical order prevails, 
that assimilates the © to a young man in 
his formative years, an Apollo in the 
vertical behavior of an idealistic aesthete, 
and 4 to a mature man, a beneficial and 
thriving maturity, in the horizontal expan- 
sion of a realist. 

“The king is a Sun," said the cardinal 
de Bérulle about Louis XIV, and Frangois 
Bluche counted seventeen medals linking him to Apollo, among them the 
well-known medal of the astrologers that Morin de Villefranche had 
minted at his birth, on which he reproduced his chart: a medal always 
available at the Mint. But the Sun King had precursors: the diurnal star 
was one of the symbols of Charles VII, and Charles VIII was explicitly 


“Horoscope” of Napoleon. 
Estampes Museum 
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compared to Phoebus in a manuscript that once belonged to Louis XII. 
And before then, there had already been a budding solar theology of 
Roman emperors. 

When considering the astrological symbolism of the O, the star pre- 
sents itself as denoting the fundamental values of God, the father and the 
king: an analogical chain that also encompasses the State, knighthood, 
heroes, honors, gold, any perfection in the shape of its ideogram, a circle 
surrounding its central point like a royal crown. In the collective uncon- 
scious, a bond exists between these entities: God the Father, Christ the 
king, and the king-father of his people. All three have a common de- 
nominator: authority. Egypt had its Sun-Pharaoh and in the Incan em- 
pire, the sovereign is called: "Son of Sun.” In addition, the O astrologi- 
cally confers its charisma to the ruler, the psychic equivalent of its blaz- 
ing or its armorial bearings. 

How, with his O culminating in ©, could our ruler not have a right to 
his hierophany? 

He is a §2—a pure solar attribute—which was the symbol of the Con- 
sulate. Bonaparte espoused the idea of "a lion spread over the chart of 
France, his paw ready to reach beyond the Rhine” and he compared him- 
self to the lion. "Soldiers, on June 5, we were attacked in our camp by 
the Russian army. The opponent was mistaken on the causes of our inac- 
tivity. He realized too late that our sleep was that of the lion.” 

“I suppose that you are not one of those who think that the lion is 
dead. “(to Murat in 1814) 

“You fought like lions.” (when he 
said goodbye to its Guard at Fontaine- 
bleau). 

One can even evoke the legs ending 
"with claws of lion" of the armchairs 
and pieces of furniture of Empire style. 

“Iam sometimes a fox, sometimes a 
lion. The key for governing is to know 
when it is necessary to be one or the 
other.” (at the Council of State, March 
1806). The fox "comes in with 
cunning" while the lion shows himself 
in the open, and as for the first, the 
image of a stinger wrapped in silk 
naturally recalls the Tl, with its kin in 
the eagle atop the pole of the flags, its 
wings slightly spread, its head to the right, its left claw holding the 
quiver of 4 without its lightning. 

It is as the archetypical solar man, with a roman mask, that the silhou- 
ette of the young Bonaparte stands out. Several of his busts (Corbet, Ise- 
lin, Houdon, Canova) have a proud appearance with a stare straight as a 
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sword, pure as gold, and a bronze profile. And the portrait of Edouard 
Detaille (Museum of the army), the one of Philippoteaux (Museum of 
Versailles) or of Gerard (Museum of Chantilly) look like Apollo. Not- 
withstanding the feverish portraits with the stare of a feline and the pro- 
file of an eagle (Boilly, Gros, David). Whatever the case, what the sol- 
dier himself dreamt of was Apollo, the romantic hero haloed by legend, 
in the image of Bonaparte at the bridge of Arcole from Gros, his chest 
first, the wind in his hair, crossing the obstacle with a saber in one hand 
and a flag in the other, or that of Bonaparte crossing the Alps from 
David, alert on his impetuous horse, the horse rearing, his head domi- 
nant, pointing his arm towards the summit in an irresistible call. 

Bonaparte identified so closely to the Olympus, superbly astride his 
chariot of triumph, that the identification approaches perfection: it is a 
lightning bolt! 

In his memories of youth, Marmont squarely compared him to the 
star: "He was the rising Sun.” Later, the Poles of Krakow see him in the 
same manner: "Oh God! We see you as the sun that shines atop the sky." And 
it is not a surprise that his supreme victory became mixed up with the O 
of Austerlitz. 

“Great men are meteors destined to burn the ground.” There is no 
Fire type that blazes more brilliantly and with purer a flame. 

In April 1807, he wrote to Talleyrand from the castle of Finckenstein 
in Prussia where he was staying: “Jt is a very beautiful castle where 
there are many chimneys, which is extremely pleasing for me who gets 
up during the night. I like to see a burn- 
ing fire.” 

At Montholon, remembering Murat 
charging and his other marshals fighting, 
he declared: “They were quite beautiful 
under fire!” 

And, over all, what was the great 
noise of the Napoleon epic if not an 
enormous firestorm? 

But the sacred fire of the epic legion 
of the marshals of the Empire would die 
out. 

In Napoleon, the O-man_ gradually 
yielded to the 4-man, and if the emperor 
was still raising the imperial eagle in the 
air, his power was waning 

How far are we from the slim and slender Bonaparte of Marengo 
when his son, the king of Rome, was born! A hero mastering destiny 
before it can master him, the man had thickened out, and the luminous 
god had already become a potbellied mass. 

In the final scene, the star is setting, without a morphological equiva- 
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lent. It is the ¥ man who appears in a trans-figuration beyond the de- 
throned 4 man, turning his back to him. As the eagle falls, Prometheus 
chained to his rock discovers a new strength, all the way to a transcen- 
dent power. The eraser of time having gone over the bad memories from 
the tempest of the empire, the people, subjected anew to the absolute 
power of backward-looking kings; filter his image to retain only the no- 
ble figure of the emperor “son of the Revolution". They do the same 
with the French Revolution, itself cleansed of the mad saturnalia of the 
guillotine, reduced to its liberating ideal. The Grande Armée has con- 
veyed the modern mind of civilization in its tricolor march across the 
continent; at least as long as it does not clash with others’ patriotism. 
During the Cent Jours (Hundred Days), the emperor adopted the three 
colors, designated himself as a constitutional monarch and kept his word. 
In the end, once again a figure of progress and the guardian of promises 
for the future, the prisoner entered folk legend as a soldier of freedom, 
and the Gospel of Sainte-Héléne announced the upcoming of the libera- 
tion of nations, that would shake thrones across the world. 

As a wonder of the astrological representation, the opposition makes 
two contrary individualities cohabiting in one being. It is not unpleasant 
to see how Michelet portrays the antinomy of this Janus 4¥-X: "With a 
remarkable oversight, he was held at St. Helena, so that, from a platform so 
highly placed, the jailbird could make a Caucasus." 

A unit beyond discontinuity in an ultimate metamorphosis, Napoleon 
knew that he would be the prophet of new times: “As a new Prome- 
theus, I am chained to a rock where a vulture is gnawing me. Yes, I had 
robbed the fire of heaven to give it to France, the fire came back to its 
source and here Iam!” 

As a Phoenix coming back from its Uranian fire, the exile, removed 
from his lost Jupiterian throne, erased his popular image as Caesar and 
captured the democratic spirit of the people’s Napoleon for his own 
benefit. 

Let us return to his ¥ of £2, culminating at the nonagesimal point: “My 
great talent is to see clear. It is the perpendicular, shorter than the 
oblique.” (to Gourgaud at Sainte-Héléne). 

& o , separating from culmination. As early as the Brienne school, 
young Bonaparte enjoyed mathematics and at the Paris Military Acad- 
emy he was noted for his scientific aptitude. He even said to Laplace 
that he was distressed—one could not be everywhere—because circum- 
stances had directed him towards another career, keeping him away from 
science. 

But this intelligence that reigned in him was most of all realistic, vast 
and powerful, with a broad synthetic vision as well as great execution 
talents. Very early, his mind was filled with memorized readings, cover- 
ing all subjects, so that he became dazzling through his knowledge, with 
ideas that were clear, well-thought out, deep, abiding to his need to bring 
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order everywhere.. 


1807 


The mercurial signature of a changing man can be observed in his 
signature. The handwriting is restless, with a rough line seeming vague 
and careless, because of a violent hurry in an exuberant activity. The Fire 
signature has been mostly retained, the signature of a Napoleon crushing 
his name with a large stroke of the pen and with the thick imperial line. 


We are not surprised to see—he was only twenty-eight years old— 
this new general of 1796 in Italy, who, not satisfied with having won, 
negotiated with the enemy over the head of the Parisian authorities, be- 
fore settling as prince of Milan in the Serbelloni palace, receiving ambas- 
sadors and creating the machinery of a new State as an established 
statesman. Let’s also represent him, three years later, aided by Cam- 
bacéres and Daunou (he knew then how to choose his collaborators and 
to listen to them), dictating the text of the Constitution of the Frimaire 
22, year VIII (13 December 1799), the writing of bills and amendments 
of public administration. With the institution, in article 52, of the Council 
of State, the supreme legal authority which constitutes today the adminis- 
trative system of about thirty countries. His activity extended to every- 
thing, often simultaneously, his ideas were numerous, lightning-quick— 
for example, when traveling in his carriage he decided to have plane 
trees grown along the roads so that horses were not dazzled by the sun. 
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This man of action entirely focused on the effectiveness of his efforts, 
also had a great intellectual life. He was a bookworm. This passion for 
books started very early with the works of his father. As a second lieu- 
tenant in a garrison in Valence, he devoured the private library of a book- 
seller, taking notes of his readings. Once he was general, he built his 
first library in Paris. When he left for Italy he ensured books were taken 
along, taking even more for his expedition to Egypt. Upon his return, the 
library of his Malmaison house listed 6,000 books. He played a role in 
creating the library of the Council of State, and it was on his orders that 
the libraries of the Tuileries, Saint-Cloud, Trianon, Fontainebleau, Com- 
piegne and Rambouillet were created. His preferred readings were of 
course history, but also geography, law, religion, without neglecting 
theatre, poetry and even novels, which he consumed in surprising num- 
bers. When he was campaigning, he had hundreds of books packed, 
which he read in his carriage. Even at Schénbrunn, unable to find any- 
thing to read to his liking, he ordered the creation of a 3,000-book library 
(as if he would be around), a project that was never realized. 

When he left for the island of Elba, he took with him books borrowed 
from the library of Fontainebleau, and after Waterloo, his personal librar- 
ian had the responsibility of assembling a library of at least 10,000 vol- 
umes, a project that was thwarted by the hostility of the stupid Blicher. 

& is still there emphasized by », and, what is more, we have never 
seen a head of State so close to the great minds of his time. To be in the 
company of scientists, Napoleon had himself admitted at the Institute, in 
the “Mechanical Arts of Physical and Mathematical Sciences” section, 
and attended the sessions as often as he could. 

Already, during his campaign of Egypt, he had taken along a cohort 
of scientists and artists, which enabled Champollion to decipher the hi- 
eroglyphs. He attended the meeting of the Institute on 7" November 
1801 to hear Volta’s lecture on electricity and awarded him a gold medal 
for his battery, resolving to create an award aimed at “focusing the atten- 
tion of scientists on this field of physics, which is, in my opinion, the path 
to all great discoveries.” He addressed without constraints all the scien- 
tists of Europe and crowned researchers from Berlin, London and Paris. 
Berthollet, Corvisart, Vat, Daubenton, Fourcroy, Jussieu, Lacépede, La- 
grange, Laplace, Monge, Montgolfier andVolney were rewarded and 
covered with honors for their lectures some of which were familiar to 
him. 

“I was the one who created industry in France.” Having understood 
the formidable potentialities of the new industrialization, he contributed 
to its development, creating the school of Arts et Métiers (a higher edu- 
cation institute for industrial art and design) after l’Ecole Polytechnique 
(the Polytechnic School) and the Ecole Normale Supérieure (a High- 
level School for training of teachers) which came from the French Revo- 
lution, he also awarded inventors of machines and met with founders of 
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private establishments. He pioneered the age of contemporary science. 

On another level of his mental activity, we must mention his personal 
work, which is a kind of monument in itself: the Civil Code which has 
his name. A collective work, certainly, with its 2,281 articles, but, by 
attending 57 of the 102 meetings of its drafting, Bonaparte was its chief 
author, as well as its instigator, with § in Q as an organizer and an admin- 
istrator. 

Then again there is the ¥ of communication: “From the top of these 
pyramids...” Through his bulletins and his speeches, masterpieces of the 
art of public speaking (& 2), using to good advantage both the written 
word and the image, Napoleon created his own legend while he was still 
alive, a legend that would be completed with engravings, figures and 
apocryphal words. He knew how to speak to the imagination of people, 
while the Memorial of St. Helena completed the worship of Napoleon. 

Finally, by its presence in 9 house « ), on the backdrop of four 
planets in the 3*°-9" axis of travels, this same & presents another side of 
his character: the itinerant. He was constantly on the road, crossing 
provinces and countries, becoming one of the greatest travelers of his 
time. His carriage became a true traveling office, with drawers and com- 
partments, where he processed files of all kinds, from which in distant 
places he regulated the businesses of the State. 

In the final analysis, what is the most difficult to deny, not to say the 
most obvious, is the exceptional caliber of his character, and there is no 
doubt that this excess was what was the least forgiven by his opponents. 
All the more so as his greatness had a negative counterpart and was to 
end with one of the greatest disasters of our national history, the very 
scope of which ultimately served his legend. “Fortune dazzled me.” (to 
Decrés). 


The Inner Demon 


O FALL from such a height to the bottom of the abyss suggests 
there was something terribly dangerous in Napoleon. 
Were those four planets in the different angular houses, as 
well as the ) in 6—which we will study later—together with so 
many other indicators that pointed in the same direction, until the scope 
was truly colossal, not likely to end in excess, until ambition became fa- 
tal? 

Better or worse, the horizontal axis is held by the most expansionist 
configuration that can be: 4 o° ¥ is an aspect that joins the two most ex- 
pansive planets and at the same time stretches their astral relation to the 
maximum. That this configuration is explosive will be understood when 
we point out it is also on the meridian line of Nicolas Sadi Carnot, the 
father of modern thermodynamics (with his fire machine, the concept of 
energy took hold in applied science) and of Albert Einstein, who was 
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driven despite himself to the creation of the first atomic bomb. 

Napoleon lived his own horizontal configuration as an inner rocket 
that propelled him to the limits of his own self. The man was driven by 
the irresistible expansive force of his being, and we may believe that this 
need for more, always more, resulted in a loss of direction, because he 
always went further, finally too far, the tyranny of his internal imperial- 
ism turning against him. 

Charlemagne was his only reference, because what lived in him was 
the European dream: “Charlemagne, my august predecessor.” 

“My son must be the man of the new ideas and of the cause I have 
imposed everywhere... to unite Europe in indissoluble federative bonds. 
My destiny is not accomplished; I want to complete what is just an out- 
line; I need a European code, a European supreme court, a single cur- 
rency, standard weights and measures, the same laws; it is necessary 
that I make of all the people of Europe the same people and of Paris the 
capital of the World.” 

In 1810, Sweden asked for one of his lieutenants, Bernadotte, to be 
their king. In fact, this was, neither more nor less, the dream of an em- 
peror! Before Europe was split into nations that turned their back on this 
unitary aspiration, something which is only realizable today in part and is 
happening so laboriously. One can see the size of this utopian dream! In 
short, he was thinking too big for his time, much too big, and about a 
future yet to come. 

He was fully aware of how great he was; he was "the son of the O," 
fully inhabited by his irrepressible expansive power. We can judge the 
totality and perfection of his identification to power, his "mistress": “J 
myself do not have any ambition or, if I have, it is so natural to me, and 
so innate, it is so well attached to my existence that it is as the blood 
which runs in my veins, as the air that I breathe...” (to Roederer, 1804). 

He did not complain about it, he even takes pride in it: “Finally this 
would be my ambition? Ah! Undoubtedly, they will say so, and more, but 
of a largest and highest kind that ever existed.” 

He was all the more conscious that the power he possessed was a 
strength, which had only been delegated to him, something like a loan, 
nothing more: “A higher power drives me towards a goal that I am un- 
aware of, as long as that goal is not reached, I will be invulnerable; as 
soon as Iam no longer necessary, a fly will be enough to topple me.” 

One can see an awareness of what the future might hold: “From tri- 
umph to downfall, there is but one step. I have seen that, in the greatest 
circumstances, a mere nothing decides the greatest events.” 

Wellington and Blticher would not have met had the Battle of Water- 
loo taken place twenty-four hours earlier. 

This man who ruled the world knew that his mission would not last 
forever. In the meantime, nothing could sway his truly dizzying motion. 
It was if he was the champion of a cause that drove him to expand the 
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limits of his influence more and more, to master history until the empire 
he embodied became exhausted. Thus, in a disastrous inflation of his 
character, he exceeded the limits of his strength and success, where too 
much is never too much. “Great powers die from indigestion.” 

With his angular © 0 % (we can accept the wide orb) afflicted by X, 
we can account for the immoderation, for the exorbitant nature of this 
"too far.” The empire became monstrously colossal, stretching from 
Spain to the River Niemen in Poland, diluting excessively an extreme 
French presence; it was too vast and too overwhelming not to generate 
hostile reactions from other States. He was the strongest and he was 
criticized for having misused his power. But is the responsibility for the 
situation that of the emperor alone? Astrologically speaking, the black 
legend of the bloodthirsty conqueror from Corsica is too easy. 

Just as great soldiers usually have an angular o in their charts, the 
same position is found in those of sovereigns and statesmen when they 
fight each other. 

&, the planet that was active throughout the long wars of the French 
Revolution and the Empire, signified many of the participants of these 
wars. It was as if they had all mustered at a military parade. 

The French king Louis XVI, however weak he may have been, 
opened the dance on April 20, 1792 by declaring war on Austria, in the 
secret hope of breaking the upcoming revolution: o” was near his Ascen- 
dant. Facing him, Frangois II, the nephew of Marie-Antoinette and father 
of Marie-Louise, declared war three times, and became inflexibly reac- 
tionary to the future Holy Alliance: o% was also near his Ascendant. 

Prussia: Friedrich-Wilhelm III, with o at his MC, and his wife, the 
warmongering Queen Louise, with o on her Ascendant; they were both 
attackers and a military thunderbolt fell down on them. 

Russia: initially Paul I, who changed sides dramatically (he had o at 
his MC); then Alexander I, the continental leader of the European coali- 
tion before becoming the inspirer of the Holy Alliance, who had o’ on his 
Ascendant. 

England was always at the heart of conflict: George III, at the onset of 
his cyclic disease in which he saw the king of Prussia in the trees of his 
park: he had o in T at MC. 

The o set up is thus complete for these monarchs, whether they had 
control or not over their Prime Ministers, whose birth times (except for 
Metternich with a culminating 0’) are ignored. Here we have a concentra- 
tion of warlike tendencies that is difficult to deny, which gives them a 
sense of responsibility, this stately group who radiated a strong odor of 
gunpowder. 

The problem arose even before Europe tired of Napoleon’s domina- 
tion. Napoleon was the first to realize that only peace could stabilize his 
reign and this was enough for him to really desire it. A victor at war, 
which he tried to fight decently, he attempted to show magnanimity to 
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his opponents in order to establish a lasting peace. 

On 25" March 1802 (© ¢ Q) the peace of Amiens was signed be- 
tween England and France. After fifty years of wars, could these two 
close countries, both equally ambitious and imperialist, find a diplomatic 
solution to their competition? They discuss the fate of Malta. Fox was 
infuriated to see the unwillingness of his country’s authorities: "Why 
give an evasive answer to the enemy who offers us peace? Is not this 
shameful for a government that should be aware of its force and honor?” 
But, as an incarnation of English patriotism, Pitt stood up to diplomatic 
spirit. In vain Napoleon sent George III a long letter, on 2"* January 
1805, begging His Majesty “...not to turn down the happiness of giving 
peace to the world... Your Majesty has won, during the last ten years, 
more territories and wealth than Europe has: your nation is at the apex 
in prosperity: what can you hope for from war?” 

The negotiations broke down. England took the initiative following 
the rupture. The hostility to France was obvious, and would continue, 
fed as it was through “Pitt’s gold" (Napoleon). 

Peace? The emperor, who was not yet difficult to deal with, clamored 
for it unceasingly. He fought to get it and when it was broken, he pulled 
out all the stops; ever believing it will be the last time. Thus, through the 
futile pursuit of a peace that escaped him, one campaign followed the 
other, until the Grande Armée was mired deep in Russia’s snow-covered 
plains. 

Pitt died the day after Austerlitz, and Fox who succeeded him, with 
whom an agreement would have been possible, disappeared in turn. The 
Castlereagh-Canning team that replaced Fox carried the fight to the bitter 
end, in a bureaucratic way, "... suffering downturns with phlegm, end- 
lessly using the same procedures, those of a large commercial firm all 
the more determined to destroy its rival so that it has invested more 
money in the fight and from which it would be illusory to expect any ges- 
ture of sensitivity, as illusory as it would be to expect it from a trade un- 
ion or a trust... In the end, the impassivity of the London cabinet is 
somewhat fascinating. The king is insane, the regent without authority. 
The government is made up of men without any prestige; it is only a 
board of directors. It is a calculating machine, and, because it is insen- 
sitive, it is all the more obstinate. Nothing can help." (Jacques Bainville). 

Austria attacked as part of the Third Coalition in 1805: they are de- 
feated in fourteen days at Ulm. On the eve of Austerlitz, Napoleon wrote 
to Talleyrand: “Tomorrow, there will probably be a quite serious battle 
with the Russians; I have tried to avoid it as I might, because it is blood 
unnecessarily spread.” 

Then it is Prussia that leapt into war (Fourth Coalition) in 1806. 
When Napoleon left Paris for the countryside, he said to his ministers: “J 
am innocent of this war; I have not incited anybody to do it, it was not in 
my motives; let me be defeated if it is my own doing.” 
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He told the King of Prussia: “The success of my armies is not to be 
doubted; your troops will be beaten at the cost of the blood of my chil- 
dren; if it could be spared through some arrangement compatible with 
the honor of my crown, there is nothing that I would not do to save such 
a precious blood.” 

At the battle of Eylau on 8" February 1807, looking over the plain 
littered with thousands of corpses, he said with disgust: “This spectacle 
should inspire princes with love for peace and horror for war.” 

The day after this slaughter, the peace offering that he addressed to 
Russia was rejected by the tsar. 

In 1809, the Austrians attacked again (Fifth Coalition) and Napoleon 
was again drawn into war, after he had done everything to avoid it; and 
once again after Wagram, the peace of Vienna was useless. They de- 
clared war again in 1813. 

To Josephine who challenged him, saying "Won't you cease to wage 
war?” he responded: “Do you believe I like it? Listen, I know how to do 
other things than war, but I must obey necessity and I am not the one 
who decides events, I obey them.” 

He later expressed this disillusioned thought: “They all have an ap- 
pointment on my grave.” 

It was not for lack of generous efforts. The day after Friedland, he 
warmly embraced Alexander I at Tilsit. The tsar, who feared the worst, 
exulted: "God saved us. Instead of sacrifices, we leave the fight with velvet,” 
he wrote to his sister Catherine. 

A friendship began, but Canning contemptuously rejected the peace 
offer addressed jointly by France and Russia. 

The integration of the Corsican, an emperor from the ranks, into the 
family of kings through his marriage with Marie-Louise changed nothing 
and the friendship with the tsar, a brooding ambivalent man who went 
from "enchantment" to an obscure revenge, came to a sudden end, unable 
to stand up against the Continental System. 

As paradoxical as it may seem, it was with the hope of forcing a 
friendship with Alexander I that the emperor undertook the Russian cam- 
paign in 1812, worded thus: “Jf fortune were to keep supporting my 
weapons, Your Majesty will find me, as in Tilsitt and Erfurt, full of 
friendship and regard.” He could not have been better caught in his own 
trap. 

His inner enemy gained the upper hand: an imperial despotism at the 
service of his dynastic interests, not listening to advice, deaf to warnings, 
errors born of an excess of confidence, the excessiveness of an un- 
checked imperialism. “J would have wanted to make of each of these na- 
tions a single and unique body of nations.” (at St. Helena). 

Undoubtedly intoxicated by his glory and now megalomaniac, Napo- 
leon had aimed too high. His temperament as European emperor could 
only shatter against this continent which, far from perceiving a common 
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future, was just starting to coalesce into a mosaic of nations, with expec- 
tations that would later throw down, in turn, the dull and quaint despot- 
ism of the mediocre rulers of the "Holy Alliance.” 

In the end, this emperor, dazzling with greatness and having reached 
dazzling heights, sank in a fall as epic and thunderous as his glory had 
been enormous. Would have his natal chart warned us? 

One can first feel a concern from the discomfort of a situation tense to 
the extreme. Indeed, on the basis of the 4 .° X at the horizon, their af- 
flictions by square to the MC and the O stand up perpendicularly. The 
image that emerges is really that of an emperor exploded, quartered, sup- 
porting at arms’ length his disproportionate creation, like Atlas carrying 
the world, exhausting himself till his last breath. “The star was fading; I 
felt the reins escaping from me and I could not do anything.” 

But if fortune rejected him completely, it was because, beyond it, the 
exit of culmination of » occurred, at about 20° from the meridian line; a 
% moreover particularly malefic. This position would perhaps be eminent 
for a scientist but it is critical for a ruler. 

At 15° of orb from the MC, this » appears four times more often than 
its ordinary usual passage in the charts of 47 dethroned sovereigns, out of 
197 crowned heads. Let’s point out only some evocative cases: in 
France, Charles X, Louis-Philippe and Napoleon III; in Austria, Charles 
I, in Bulgaria, Simeon II; in Italy Umberto II; in Belgium, Leopold III. 

This % in the thirteenth hour of its diurnal course, finally reached 0 
by its semi-square, which reinforced the sesquiquadrate from the ), and 
was undoubtedly the water drop; we should say rather, to respect the 
symbolic of the elements, that it was the blip in the works of the destiny 
of the empire. 

We know the tragedy of the final collapse: a sovereign stripped of the 
powers of the history, a man in bad health, abandoned by an exhausted 
country and most of all by those around him, his marshals first; a man 
alone, resigned to sign his abdication. "Let a mortal work on his loss, 
gods come to help him." (Eschyle) “TI believe that nature had calculated 
Iwas meant for great reversals.” 


The Soft Belly 


F WITH Napoleon the apotheosis inspired the sublime, so much 
so that it created deification, so the glaring light accordingly 
increased surrounding shadows, the steepness of the peak creat- 
ing the deepest of pits at its feet. 
We cannot be surprised that, in his collection of aspects, he possessed 
one that astrological tradition considers to be extremely negative: an op- 
position from the ) in "exile" in 4 to a » in "exile" in G (from 3 to 9" 
houses); and, what is more, the ) is separating from a conjunction to P. 
This super-solar man has a very weak ), it is as if he were filled with a 
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lunar landscape of desolation. 

Let’s look first at this ) in % afflicted by a double », » being both the 
tuler of @ and opposing the ). In 4, the nocturnal luminary tends to lose 
its animal, instinctual, instinctive, emotional life, and is reduced in its 
subjectivity to lose its personality, the vital element moving away from 
the person and becoming sublimated in ambition. It is the position of 
Charlemagne (according to the accepted data), of Charles V, Monroe, 
Bismarck, Lenin, Hitler; and Charlotte Corday, Manon Roland and 
Therese Tallien, of women close to our study 

Napoleon in his own way is an ascetic. He avoided sleep, the table, 
and women (the )). He slept four hours a night, which was enough for 
him. His meals were gobbled up in fifteen minutes; he did not eat much, 
rather some simple, peasant, soldier foods, and he drank a little of his 
Chambertin wine with water. 

Many guests invited to the imperial table had only managed to swal- 
low half of their soup when the Master was getting up from table. He 
delegated the gastronomic mission of the great diplomatic receptions to 
Cambaceérés and Talleyrand. 

As for love, a matter we'll return to later, his embraces were expedi- 
tious; he was satisfied with little and easily accepted being deprived of it, 
his passing physical embraces mattered so little to him. His style in 
clothing did not matter either, he contented himself with the sober and 
austere style of his grey frock coat and cocked hat. Simplicity com- 
manded his life. Absorbed by his work, his distractions were rare and 
short-lived, and he hardly had any fun at parties. 

His main relaxation was reading: he read much and fast. He was not 
free in his way of life and in his private tastes, while being personally 
indifferent to the luxury and ostentation which must serve only the glam- 
our of the throne and the prestige of the crown. The contrast was total 
between the parsimony of his personal expenditure and his generosity as 
a fine gentleman, distributing fortunes to his marshals, his ministers, his 
family, and spreading a cornucopia of royal gifts. 

This asceticism came from his childhood and was accompanied by, if 
not based upon, a frozen sensitivity. He said to Molé, concerning it: 
“Since my very first childhood, I have made every effort to stop this 
chord that no longer emits any sound.” 

This fundamental insensitivity was indeed a great asset for the politi- 
cian serving the cold reason of state. He said when divorcing: “Politics 
has no heart, it only has a head.” 

In the hardest, most tragic circumstances of war, when everyone 
around him was drowning, he was the only one who remained calm, 
which enabled him to rectify extreme situations. It was a drastic way of 
abstracting himself. There was also this cynicism which made him say 
in front of the victims laid out on a battle field: “Bah! One night in Paris 
will repair all of it.” 
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This kind of monstrous thought was not without reason, since, despite 
the victims of war, the population of France went from 27-million in- 
habitants in 1801 to 29-million in 1814. His sensitivity could not be re- 
duced to only this component of his personality. With 2 in @, he was 
not inhuman. He loved his soldiers, they were his nearest and dearest. 
After each battle, he went all over the battlefield to ensure that every 
wounded man was picked up; and if he saw some, he spoke to them and 
brought them assistance. There was no greater pain than to lose in the 
heat of action, under his very eyes, those marshals who were the dearest 
to him. 

Let’s now look at the ) «* » which reveals the infantile side of the 
character, through which weakness, inferiority and vulnerability come 
into play, in other words his "soft belly." 

In his Psychopathologie de l’échec (Psychopathology of failure), the 
psychoanalyst Rene Laforgue looked back to Napoleon’s beginnings: 

“It is likely that Napoleon was a premature child exposed to 
many traumas... His mother could not feed the child. We 
do not know the small dramas that went along with this ob- 
servation, given the fact that the premature child already 
difficult to feed needs also much care. His family gives up, 
in order to save money, the baptism because everyone be- 
lieves the new-born baby is doomed. They just do an emer- 
gency baptism. I think this shows us well the circumstances 
and the environment in which the child was born. A wet 
nurse is found, but she does not overcome easily the diges- 
tive troubles that have emerged in the child. Under what 
conditions does he grow? Nobody knows exactly. He 
grows but stays “sickly, slender, quick tempered". The 
nurse protects him from his stern mother and grandmother. 
Did these women show a lack of understanding towards 
him? All his life, Napoleon will be filled with gratitude to- 
wards his good nurse. Is it because of her that he learned to 
be happy in a simple environment? Is it against his authori- 
tative and rigid mother that a silent grudge develops which 
later results in his complaints and hostility against women?" 


If his mother did not feed him, we should understand that she was 
married at fourteen, overwhelmed by ceaseless pregnancies (thirteen in 
nineteen years), pregnant with him during the worst time of a Corsican 
revolt in which she took part, sleeping in caves, and was exhausted and 
sick. She was, later on, quick to punish him. Napoleon retained a bitter 
memory of her corporal punishments. 

The nutritive disorders, of the weaning kind, are the source of a deep 
frustration and as a result of an enormous greed, which—here we see the 
result of the % » ’—moves onto the spiritual ground, resulting in the bu- 
limia of reading, the craving for knowledge. We can connect this to the 
extremist attitude of the dangerous 4 »° X¥: the man never had enough. 
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But this affliction appeared more particularly in his private life, in the 
emotional field of family and love life. 

Let’s first consider the man in his family. 

Born after Joseph, his elder by a year and a half, from his youngest 
age he laid down the law among the siblings. "One did not discuss with 
him,” Lucien, the third son, grumbled later. When Charles Bonaparte, 
their father, died, on 20" February 1785 (2 at 11° #* transiting the IC and 
a ) o % superimposing itself on the natal one, in reverse direction), the 
“madre”, Letizia, a penniless widow aged 35, had eight children on her 
hands. Immediately, the fifteen-year-old officer acted as the head of the 
family and made himself responsible for the material well-being of the 
whole clan. He had to first help his impoverished family by depriving 
himself of many things (» ¢ P at 14° #* in March 1786). 

Would he be rewarded? "It would have been much better for Bonaparte 
not to have a family" scoffed Stendhal. Napoleon himself threw a "sad and 
deep glance" on the poverty of his family: “All my preoccupations con- 
cerning my family spoiled my youth and made me serious before my 
time.” From then on he became a morose young man with a tendency to 
depression. 

The marquis de Bonneval witnessed a scene in which the emperor lost 
his temper in front of his brothers and sisters. “J don’t believe there ex- 
ists in the world a man more unhappy than me in my family. Besides, let 
us recapitulate: Lucien is ungrateful, Joseph a Sardinian, Louis a leg- 
less cripple, Jerome a rascal. As for you, ladies, you know who you 
are!” 

He returned several times to the matter, in particular with Las Cases 
on September 24, 1816: “Undoubtedly, I have not been assisted by my 
family and they did harm on me and on the great cause. My willpower 
was often praised; I have been a coward, particularly in my family; and 
they knew it well: after the first anger, their perseverance, their obsti- 
nacy always won; I was tired of resisting and they used to do of me 
whatever they wanted. I have made great mistakes there.” 

This dominating sovereign who made everyone quiver was but a 
spineless rag with his family (D in 3°). Admittedly, a man with the very 
important trio, O-4-¥, is not defenseless, but here, his behavior was 
debased, the despot being more tyrannical than ever, using them without 
their consent, handling them like pawns on the chess-board of his ambi- 
tions, marrying, crowning, relieving as his pleased. With what casual- 
ness did he crown Murat, his brother-in-law: “I want the king of Naples 
to reign in Madrid. I want to give you the kingdom of Naples or the one 
of Portugal. Reply at once with your preference, because it is necessary 
that this be made in one day.” A royal gift, undoubtedly, but almost 
thrown at him. 

Complaints, reproaches, claims rained down on him, which he usually 
ended up satisfying. Although he continuously lavished gifts and honors 
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on them, this turbulent family showered him with bitterness. 

The incurable incompetence of the pretentious Joseph. The Dutch 
abdication of Louis, divorced from Hortense de Beauharnais, who would 
end up writing three heavy volumes against his brother. The escape of 
Lucien to America, with a brief passage in England. After a thousand 
turn-abouts, the pitiful last-minute desertion of Jerome. The aversion of 
Elisa for obedience, on her throne at Florence. And most of all, the final 
betrayal of Caroline, who with an unrestrained ambition (she had, like 
her elder brother, a 4 o° at the horizon), joined the opposite side to try 
and save her crown of Naples. Only his mother and Pauline visited him 
in the Island of Elba. 

Napoleon did not hold a grudge; when he wrote his will, he gener- 
ously forgave them. “J thank my good and very excellent mother, the 
cardinal, my brothers, Joseph, Lucien, Jerome, Pauline, Caroline, Hort- 
ense, Catherine, Eugene, of the interest they have shown me.” 

We can now look at the lunar climate of the relation between Napo- 
leon and women. A relation very much marked with ». 

It began with being almost abandoned by his mother. From this nega- 
tive beginning, Rene Laforgue draws a failure-complex that took the par- 
ticular form of an inability to become attached to a woman and a flight 
from love. 

He was heard bitterly talking about love: “I believe it harmful to soci- 
ety, to the individual happiness of men; finally, I believe that love hurts... 
and that it would be a benefit from a protective divinity to free us of it 
and deliver the world of it.” 

Not only was love "a goof between two people", it was also that 
women made him feel insecure and disconcerted him, requiring his su- 
per-O to put it to rights. The civil code provided for it by stating that the 
will of the father is the base of the family unit: “A woman must know 
that when she leaves the guardianship of her own family, she enters the 
one of her husband. The husband owes protection to his wife, the woman 
obedience to her husband.” (article 213). 

"Courtesy with women was not one of his best qualities”. Bourrienne used 
to say of Bonaparte; “He seldom had something pleasant to tell them; very 
often he used to offer them bad praise.” "It is not your fault if you are ugly, 
but it is your fault if you are an intriguer.” (to Madame. de Staél). 

As for his own life, despite some brief affairs, sexuality was not his 
strong point. He was not really controlled by sensual delight: “Strong 
minds repel it the same way as navigators avoid reefs.” 

His erotic cravings often died out before he had time to satisfy them. 

But love? It is to this essential point that the failure-complex evoked 
by Laforgue relates. Fear of love or the incapacity to love he circum- 
vents by an illusion of love, leading to "a love of that which is inaccessi- 
ble, love that tries ever in vain and that, in order to exist, needs a barrier, 
a failure, a betrayal. Did Bonaparte feel up to the task only when his 
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partner was flying from love?" The psychoanalyst would even say that 
he rejected women who loved him (Desirée Clary and Marie Walewska) 
and became attached to those who did not. 

The story of his first coupling with Josephine de Beauharnais is obvi- 
ously that of a headlong flight. 

The )-* signature was already present in the act of marriage on 9" 
March 1796, when not only did Josephine think it a good idea to say she 
was four years younger than she actually was but also that he was two 
years older than his true age, which did not 
prevent the clan of the Corsican family 
calling her "the old woman". Moreover she 
was a widow, the mother of two children. 

Over thirty (considered old age for a 
woman then), this charmer who lived by her 
wits was determined to leave a dissolute life, 
having just ended an affair. When the young 
General entered her life, he is just a passing 
fancy, her small heart not feeling anything, 
but it was an opportunity to "settle down.” 
She did not really care for him and it would 
be a one-way love. 

“I wake up full of you. Your portrait and the memory of our delirious 
evening yesterday did not give my senses any rest... Mio dolce amor, 
here are a million kisses, but don’t give me any, because they burn my 
blood.” This short letter of Bonaparte to Josephine, the day after their 
first night together, testifies to the total influence of the attractive Creole 
who led this man, whom she truly bewitched right from the start, to dis- 
cover love! It shows the influence of the intensity of her animal life with 
its extreme O ¢ o’ in ©, positioned on his 2. Add to this, her extraordi- 
nary capacity for love as symbolized by 2 » \ (apparently in the 10" 
house, approaching the culmination) where @ sits enthroned in its own 
sign: a true astral diadem! 

As soon as he left for the Italian campaign—only a few days after 
their marriage—and while he plagued her with ardent notes—she imme- 
diately cheated on him. Her affair soon become public knowledge and 
Bonaparte quickly learnt of his misfortune. There was a big clash when 
he returned from Italy, followed by the reaction of a child-man over- 
whelmed by Josephine’s astonishing gift for teary play-acting, which 
turned the great man who scared kingdoms into a little boy. She never 
stopped cheating on him (her way of expressing her ) o® Q) in the open, 
making him an outrageously ridiculed husband who became an object of 
ridicule for his enemies. 

“At any time, any question, her first movement was negative, her first 
word, no.” This refusal is well explained by her O o o and P. It re- 
minds us of Laforgue’s judgment: 
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"Everything in the feelings of this woman was false and in- 
tended to mislead, and it is perhaps for that reason that she 
was an ideal partner for Napoleon, a partner able to play the 
comedy of love, without having to feel it. When love is 
only a facade, it is useless to run away for it, because there 
is no danger.” 


Empress Josephine. 


Trois ilets, Martinique, June 23, 1763. The time of birth is unknown. The ver- 
sion presented here, approximately 9 a.m., is considered as astrologically most 
probable, but it remains however speculative. 


“A thousand kisses, as extreme as you are cold.” Napoleon enjoyed 
until the end the luxury of such an illusion; telling Gourgaud, in Sainte- 
Héléne: “Josephine used to almost always lie, but with a high spirit: I 
can say that she is the woman I loved the most.” 

But did she love anyone except herself? With her planets in @ and 
her ) in ~ in opposition to 2 ¢ 4, a full bloom woman from her toes to 
her hair, Josephine was Narcissus. Her life was a continual and extraor- 
dinary private conversation with her many mirrors, with her gowns and 
laces, feathers and precious stones; a never-ending exercise of ornament 
and elegance, always occupied by her dresses for which she spent for- 
tunes. An amazing art to be liked and to like herself, in a lunar charm of 
a silver plated tonality, a silky grace, an erudite languor, a melodious 
way. 

On one point, however, Bonaparte was not mistaken: with 4, the ) 
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and @ important in his chart, he felt she was equal to the task of his des- 
tiny. This imperial couple argued strongly for her ascendant in 2, just on 
the MC ¢ © of the emperor. 

Consulate, Empire, coronation: this little Creole was never awkward 
or intimidated for a single moment; there was never a faux-pas or giddi- 
ness. The Tuileries, Fontainebleau, Malmaison, she was at home every- 
where, peaceful and natural, as if born there; these palatial residences 
simply echoed the magical palaces of her interior world. Moreover, she 
possessed an elegance of the Ancient Regime style in her art of receiv- 
ing, of making her guests feel at ease, of welcoming them as if she im- 
mediately belonged to them, remembering a face, knowing how to name 
an appearance, being a good conversationalist; in short, she instinctively 
created a climate of delicious company. This is the quality of a ) that is 
probably in the 4 house. It is also the signature of the ultimate 
achievement of this woman-child from @: Malmaison, with its flowers, 
its plants, its trees, its animals, reminiscent of the opulent tropical nature 
of her heart. 

All the same: with his 7" house X, the emperor who had included the 
right to divorce in the Civil Code, appropriated this right for himself on 
14" December 1809. Their common story will have lasted for a semi- 
cycle of . Indeed, from the marriage (9 March 1796) to this separa- 
tion, went from 7° [I (on the 2 ¢ 4) to 8° ~ (with ¥), that is to say on 
the ), in accordance with the allowed time version. Repudiated by her 
divorce, Josephine becomes a dethroned empress: » at MC. 

Napoleon went on to a new romance with Marie-Louise; an act he 
played until his death as he refused to see reality, he never accepted the 
fact that she had abandoned and disavowed him. 

With her, the Uranian style of the 7 house was no less obvious. It 
began with the cynicism of his matrimonial project for paternity: “Jt is a 
belly that I marry “(to Corvisart). 

We find the same manifestation of the 7” house ¥ in his sensational 
attack of this second union. He had previously married Josephine in the 
twinkling of an eye. With Marie-Louise, he was even more expeditious. 
First, it was almost in the form of an ultimatum that he made a request 
(granted the following day!) to the Austrian sovereign, her father, who 
makes "the present of a beautiful heifer to the Minotaur" (Prince de Ligne). 

There followed a true kidnapping with military speed: gone to meet 
her, disrespectful of the protocol when she was only engaged, he made 
this innocent young girl of the Hapsburg family his bed-mate in Com- 
piégne on the evening of 27" March 1810, the wedding being celebrated 
on 2™ April. 

Marie-Louise had a terrible handicap to overcome! 

Since she had been very young, she had been brought up at the Vien- 
nese court to hate the "Corsican ogre" who had forced the royal family to 
quake, this “Krampus”, as the devil was called in his country; yes, he 
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was the Antichrist. With her brother she played with small wooden sol- 
diers in wars the Austrians won and after the battles the figurine of Bona- 
parte was hacked at with pins and thrown into the fire. Nothing less than 
a game of witchcraft! 


MC 


Marie-Louise 
Vienna, 12" December 1791 11.30 pm official time 


When, later on, the girl heard that following his divorce, Napoleon 
was seeking a new wife, anguished that his choice could be her, she de- 
clared, "I sympathize with the unhappy princess he chooses.” And she added: 
"T assure you that to regularly see this person would be a torment worse than all 
martyrdoms!" It was to this man whom she hated above all that her father 
married her and she felt she was being handed over to politics like a 
heifer (her ) in @ in 10"). 

Of course, she was no longer young enough to burn her dolls when 
she said that she is “roasting the Corsican," as she did the day after Aus- 
terlitz, but nothing could better lead to this situation and her case be- 
comes symbolic. Marie-Louise was the essence of ambivalence, exces- 
sive, and of a dark power in this woman-child, a good lunar girl without 
personality who was submissive to her fate. In this the terrible core of 
her chart is deciphered: the angular © O o& focused in a double-semi- 
square on @ in Tl. 

This @ is on the Ascendant of the emperor. 

A few nights were enough for the monster to be metamorphosed into 
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an irresistible lover: "I find that he gains much when one knows him closely; 
he is fascinating and very attentive and impossible to resist.” Sensuality won 
over. To a childhood friend who was announcing her marriage, she 
wrote: "May you soon enjoy a similar happiness to mine!” But it was more 
the idea of love that she liked than the man who gave it to her. And 
then—)-@ superposition in @—their son arrived. 

She was so little attached to the baby 
that she gave him up quickly and her 
initial hatred of Napoleon returned. 
Indeed, once the emperor was defeated, 
and despite her love declarations, she 
was hardly out of his sight before she 
fell into the arms of the count de 
Neipperg, his spy. To cap it all: she 
deceived him with the jailer charged by 
her father to prevent her from joining the 
ex-emperor at Elba Island! 

After the Cent Jours (Hundred Days), 
she said she is “angry at his person,” did 
not hide her hatred and approved every 
last measure that was taken against him. 
When she learnt of his defeat at Waterloo, she was "beside herself with 
joy,” she "blessed the sky!" Not only did she leave him in his trying times, 
but—worst of all—she finally forgot him as if he had never existed! 

Added to this double marital trial we have a father painfully separated 
from his son, lost forever to him. The emotional fate of this man with a ) 
so badly aspected (reinforced by a 2 «° P) ended in disaster. 

In addition to all that, like a negative signal, the element of the ) was 
fatal for him: water, i.e. sea. o” was the apex of the large equilateral tri- 
angle in the triplicity of earth signs. Napoleon was the Master on the 
ground. At the camp of Boulogne, he glanced at the English coast across 
the English Channel and dreamt of making his grenadiers camp in 
Westminster. Alas, his two great defeats before his downfall were at sea: 
Aboukir and Trafalgar. The disaster was final: adieu the invasion. He 
always regretted it: “J spent all my time seeking for the marine man.” 

Shouldn't we still see the part of this lunar affliction in the negative 
interference of the feelings on the statesman himself? For example, in a 
kind of disastrous liking for all that is contrary for him, he wanted to be- 
come reconciled with what was hostile for him. The quest for the friend- 
ship of the Tsar Alexander I looked like a wild goose chase, and gave the 
impression that he was a victim of a Russian mirage. 

“M. Fouché, you should be hung” And what a remarkable weakness 
to relieve his anger simply by insulting Talleyrand or Fouché who just 
outrageously betrayed him. Undoubtedly he was also a sentimental man, 
disappointed by politics. 
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But we should also consider ® in "exile" in the 9* house, which op- 
poses this ). Of course, it makes us immediately think of the two worst 
pitfalls: the coldness of the winter during the campaign of Russia where 
the Grande Armée disappeared, and the distant rock of Sainte-Hélene, 
the abyss of the deposed emperor, six years of captivity and a slow agony 
amid the harassment of a jailer, the boredom, the regrets and the sadness. 

Let us not be satisfied with this and let us consider the other pole of 
weakness which came, this time, from his mind. “My reason holds me in 
the incredulity of many things.” (to Bourrienne)”. 

Napoleon, as we know, belonged to the pivotal generation between 
the old world and the modern world. He witnessed the beginning of the 
industrial revolution with its technical progress that was going to upset 
society: steam machine, hot air balloon, telegraph, battery, even so he 
had to travel on foot with draft animals, as did Alexander the Great. The 
immediate future belonged to the transport revolution. His bad luck— 
afflicted on the 3-9" axis of travels—was his missed meeting with 
Fulton who came to bring him steam navigation, the instrument of a 
maritime victory on England. 

This failure, despite the persistence of the American engineer until 
1803 and the emperor’s belated corrective action, was due to the short- 
sightedness of the commission charged with the review of the project. 
Perhaps it was also due to the skepticism of the man who decided every- 
thing at the last minute, and he may have been partly responsible for the 
failure. Thus we could easily propose a failure complex. But it is always 
easy to justify history with hindsight. 


Napoleonic Time 


OING BACK in the sandglass of time, we still have to consider 
his path of destiny. Let us consider the broad lines of his life’s 
journey. 

We must first look beyond him to identify the forces of de- 
terminism of civilization, those driving forces of history that act in the 
shadows of power, the statesman being but an instrument in their service, 
carried along by them until the day he is no longer necessary to the his- 
torical order. 

There are no surprises here: a gigantic cosmic current escorted the 
Napoleonic adventure, the accompanying astronomical phenomenon be- 
ing close to unique. As with all the great crossroads of humanity, such as 
with Alexander the Great, this historical time coincided with an excep- 
tional concentration of planets: six great conjunctions, coming one after 
the other, in the eight years from 1802 to 1809 

Through these successive cyclic renewals, the world was in full muta- 
tion, the universe was being generated. The essence of this astral phe- 
nomenon as historical kinetics is that the four major cycles of 4 with the 
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trans-Jupiterian planets (>-X-¥-P) were in their ascending phases after 
1802: denoting expansive growth; to fall in their downward phases from 
1810 to 1814: symbolizing regressive decrease. 


Conjunctions | Oppositions 
=H 1802" 1812 
YX 1803 1810 
y¥ 1804 1811 
4k 1805-1806 1814 
y-R 1808 
o-¥ 1809 


An evolution to which contributes the slow -% cycle that entered its 
initial-crisis phase with the semi-square (45°) in 1812. 

Historians are agreed that the peak of the Empire occurred in 1810- 
1811—a top of the cyclic index, a maximum interplanetary distance— 
when Napoleon married Marie-Louise of Austria on 2" April 1810 and 
when their son the king of Rome was born, on 20" March 1811. A little 
later with the Russian campaign on 24" June 1812, the decline began, 
followed by the downfall. 

The planetary placements of the 
emperor were profiled against this 
canvas. 

There is nothing clearer than his 
historical course. Indeed, his trajectory 
crossed both a % semi-circle, from one 
end to the other of the meridian line, and 
awhole ¥ cycle about his natal ©. 

At the coup of the 19 Brumaire (10" 
November 1799) that brought him to 
power as the First Consul, » was at 10° 
, a few degrees from his MC, and we 
find it at the opposite side, in 11° #, on 
his IC, when he signed his second 
abdication on 22" June 1815. 

Moreover, on 29" July 1802, when the Senate proclaimed Bonaparte 
First Consul for life (his conquest of power complete), 4, at 8° TI, had 


First Consut 


° Typical of T? where this first conjunction occurs, is both the creation of a new 
social man: the government official (substituted for officers, owners and com- 
missioners of the Ancient Regime) and the creation of the Civil Service under 
the Consulate. Simplicity, uniformity and effectiveness of a rational, geometri- 
cal, systematic order. This administrative model of a public service, created by 
Bonaparte and exported by Napoleon, was expanded to Europe and other coun- 
tries. 
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just transited his © (it was 3° distant from the O when, on the preceding 
10" May, the plebiscite leading to the event was agreed to). And the O 
had returned to 3° I? when he was definitively beaten in Leipzig at the 
Battle of the Nations on 19" October 1813, his power gone. 

At the time of the first transit, natal 4, the source of his power, was it- 
self being transited by ¥ (18° Ml). 

The second transit that occurred twelve years later was very different; 
the Jupiterian fruit had by this time rotted. Indeed, \; transited a © that 
was doubly afflicted by & % (13° @) and Oo ¥ (26° M1), the passage of 4 
amplifying the crisis. 

Thus the Napoleonic story is perfectly framed in a semi-circle of 
from the conjunction to the opposition of at MC, and in a full cycle of 4 
from one 4 ¢ O to the next. 


The Empire 

“The Empire had been proclaimed by the Senate in its session of 28 Floréal an 
XII, i.e. 3 pm on 18" May 18, 1804; on the wish of the court and repeated by the 
legislative body. The “Moniteur Officiel” does not indicate any time for this 
statement: it is calculated from the usual time taken in parliamentary meetings” 
(“La science astrale de l’astrologie” n°2, 2nd year, February 1905, Chacornac 
Library). If the Empire longs for peace—9 ruler of the ascendant, at MC—it is 
nevertheless war that hounds it: o' in T in the 7" opposes 4 o ¥. 


We can even widen this cyclic perspective by linking the beginning of 
the Napoleonic reign to the 4 o % of 1802 at 3° Tl, which was separating 
from the conjunction to the O. This configuration is moreover perfectly 
symbolic of the Napoleonic Code, prepared at that time and propagated 
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in 1804 (after a hundred meetings): a Civil Code that fixed the uses, 
tules and laws of modern society, not only in France but in various coun- 
tries of the world. 

It was at the end of the 4 o % of 1803 that Bonaparte became em- 
peror, on 18" May 1804: \ at 27° + was separating from * at 12° =. 
Thus, the imperialist natal opposition of these two planets could begin. 
At the time of the famous crowning at Notre Dame, on 2? December, 4 
had just crossed its own position (21° Tl). We were approaching the 
time of the » o X, so favorable to his cause. 

Let us look back. It was at the time of the transit of ¥ on his O that 
his career took shape, with the commotion of the capture of Toulon from 
the British, which gave him notoriety and established his promotion to 
brigadier general (18-22" December 1793): at 28° Q, ¥ seems to have 
awaited the coming of a trine from 4 (16° ~) to the conjunction in 2. 
After this first meeting with fortune, his star began to shine in all its 
glory when X transited his o’ » ¥: he became commander-in-chief of the 
army of Italy (2°* March 1796), his victory at Arcole over the Austrians 
on 17" November 1796 ( 12° I?) made him the hero who imposed him- 
self upon everybody. 

A journey mishap: the attack on his person in the Rue Saint-Nicaise 
on 24" December 1800: *% at 23° Q, on the O; the man lived in danger, 
threatened by a royalist conspiracy. The conspiracy reappeared in au- 
tumn 1803 and it was this climate which led to the mistake of the tragic 
execution of the duc d’Enghien on 21* March 1804. 

The main turning point of his reign relates to the semi-cycle of X: the 
planet moved both to oppose itself in the 7 house and to ¢ \ from the 
1*. It was the supreme shift of life with, first, the divorce from Josephine 
on 15" December 1809 (, 12° Tl), and then, the marriage with Marie- 
Louise on 2°* April 1810 (X, 18° M1). 

In this matrimonial spring, it was a 4 ° X that created itself anew on 
the native opposition, inverting the positions. Napoleon believed he had 
definitely established his dynasty, his reign was at its peak and he 
crowned it, to some extent, with the birth of the imperial son, the King of 
Rome on 20" March 1811 (4 18° Tl, ¥ 11° 7a Me, 4 26° 4 a O, 212° 
we oP Mc, and) o )). 

While we are at it, let us note a 4 cycle of love. Bonaparte first met 
Josephine on 15" October 1795. 4, 28° %, was transiting his ) (they set 
up house when 4 moved across his IC). Twelve years later, on 1* Janu- 
ary 1807, he met Marie Walewska and 4 was at 17° %, about to move 
over his ) (his "Polish wife" had 2 at 20/21° 4). 

Let us return to the great turning point of his reign. Following the se- 
ries of the five great conjunctions from 1802 to 1809, and following the 
first 4 2° X of 1810, three others came in turn from 1811 to 1814. And 
this great shift of the historical configuration was accompanied by a re- 
versal of the configuration of the emperor’s 0’. 
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% (12° M7) had transited his extraordinary o ¢ ¥ at the time of the im- 
posing victory of Arcole, which confirmed him as the hero; a transit that 
was qualified and intensified by the accompanying sextile from ¥ at 8° 
Tl. In 1807-1808, B came to oppose this same conjunction: a tough half- 
victory at Eylau, unhappy interventions in Portugal and Spain; these 
were early signs that the Grande Armée was vulnerable. 


The Battle of Nations, Leipzig 
19" October 1813 


Following the ¥ conjunctions came » ¢ ¥. Time was no longer an ec- 
stasy of speed, noise, smoke, drum rolls and lightning strikes, and the 
Grande Armée, which had up to this point been able to wrap itself in a 
mission of liberation (Italian, Polish. awakening.) became almost stealth- 
ily a repressive power. In a stormy rush of nationalistic fervor, many 
countries awoke from their torpor and began to resist the military occu- 
pation of an abusive conqueror. Thence are heard the drumbeats of a 
guerrilla army; as it was with the holy war waged by devout Spain where 
crucifix mixed with knife and gun. It is impossible to fight an army of 
snipers, of partisans who, in an underground enterprise, badger you and 
bring you to wear and tear and bog you down. The war became national 
in Europe, whereas it lost this characteristic in France. 

When the Russian campaign began, on 24" June 1812, ¥ at 11° 7 
squared the natal o’ & ¥, which was already weakened by the opposition 
from B. And, this time, fate became mixed up. 

“I always beat the Russians and that does not mean anything.” His 
entrance into Moscow, September 14, was a false victory. 4 at 1° ( was 
semi-square the o’ o ¥, and what a tragic reception the huge fire of the 
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Holy City of Russia ordered by the tsar! 

“I wage war on Your Majesty without animosity.” Alexander I did not 
answer this last appeal of 20" September and it was after waiting in vain 
that the emperor ordered the retreat on 19" October. Soon, it was a com- 
plete disaster, the disaster of a retreat, an army of phantoms staggering 
and decimated. 

The death-blow was dealt in the "Battle of Nations" at Leipzig on 19" 
October 1813, fighting odds of two against one: P at 18° 1 and ¥ at 13° 
* destroyed his o » ¥. Also: % at 13° % was on his P; o” at 16° #* was 
at his IC and the © at 25° = semi-squared his o’ o ¥. The death throes 
of the reign had begun. 

The planetary configurations of this ultimate defeat must be compared 
with those of the proclamation of the Empire, in terms of planetary cy- 
cles. Essentially, the Empire was born at the 4 o » o X, a concentration 
resembling a loaded spring, ready for a great extension. With its down- 
fall, the first afflicted triangle of these three planets occurred, 4, by ses- 
quisquare and square, had just been triangulated by the 4 z X. This 
grouping says it all. 


Bonaparte 1* Consul 
Saint Cloud: After a proclamation of Bonaparte made the day before, the 19 
Brumaire 11 pm—2 am., 11th November 1799, the three Consuls, Bonaparte, 
Sieyés and Ducos took an oath of loyalty to the Republic, one and indivisible. 


The total course of the historical episode of Napoleon Bonaparte is 
contained in a whole 4-¥ cycle, from one sinister square to the next. 
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The 19 Brumaire occurred under the auspices of this aspect, the two 
planets being angular as they were when its author was born. The Con- 
sulate took place during the fourth phase of this cycle which began in 
1789, at the start of the French Revolution. The Empire that succeeded it 
was born with the conjunction of 1804 and triumphed during the ascend- 
ing phase of the cycle, until the apex-decline of the opposition of 1810. 


First Abdication 


Fontainebleau, 6 April1814 at sunrise 


The 4-X cycle is the principal astral signature of Napoleonic power, 
which began to decline with the opposition, and finally collapsed at the 
sinister square. 

This affliction is specifically confirmed by the first abdication of 6" 
April 1814, a kind of upside-down 19 Brumaire. Contained within it is a 
O 24, the © being at an equal distance, by a double sesquiquadrate, 
from both 4 and ¥. ois 4 and o ¥. 

The O is extremely afflicted; an indication of broken authority or de- 
stroyed power, which is exactly what happened when this colossal char- 
acter disappeared from the world stage of. By contrast, on 19 Brumaire, 
\ had been trined by o’, while X received sextiles from the © and 8. 

As for aspects to the emperor’s nativity, in addition to the return of 4 
to the natal O, already discussed, and » was crossing his natal ) 0° », 
which is the birth chart’s main affliction—the man was at the turning 
point of his » cycle, moving away from culmination 

It is true that had not yet arrived on the IC, but this transit looked as 
if it told of his end. In Fontainebleau, the curtain had not completely 
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fallen; the man would bounce back as if he was intended to go on to the 
end of his fate. There were the additional “Cent Jours” (Hundred Days): 
the escape from the island of Elba on 26" February 1815, the return to 
the Tuileries on 20" March, then on 18" June the disaster at Waterloo 
(though he came very close to winning, despite the enemy’s superior 
numbers, but it would not have changed the course of the history). 


Second Abdication 
Fontainebleau 22" June 1815, 12:30 pm 


Finally, we have his second abdication on 22" June 1815, when he 
found himself alone and naked. It was the time of the last of the four 
oppositions of 4. Whereas, with the first opposition, there was a O 2 0’, 
it isa OOo that activated this 4 o° P, through a common square from 
the © to both and through the alignment of 0’ to the Plutonian pole. A 
configuration that can also be seen as a destructive o o P hitting a OO 
4, the first on the MC and the second on the Ascendant, recreating the 
dominant natal Napoleonic signature, the final breach of the imperial 
power. 

With this affliction through 0’, there is a joint apparition of an 2 ° » 
(the latter having been stationary at 12° #« for the previous two months) 
right on the meridian of the deposed emperor, the O a » having worked 
during the battle of Waterloo. & also transited natal », and the ) ap- 
proached its natal position. 

St. Helena: Napoleon breathed his last in Longwood, on Saturday 5 
May 1821 at 5:51 p.m., just as the O was disappearing into the sea. The 


48 


Considerations XX: 4 


cause put forward for his death was a cancer that had developed on an 
old stomach ulcer (afflicted ) in &), but the possibility of poisoning, al- 
though not really taken seriously, was not entirely eliminated. 

O at 15° B, afflicted by a ¥ ov ¥ squaring P, with 2 also involved, this 
whole configuration struck his own 4-Mc-X triangle, at the time of a re- 
turn of the same natal houses. 


Death 
5:51 p.m. LMT, 5™ May 1821; 
St Helena: 15857, 5SW42 


"Alive, Napoleon marked the world, dead, he owns it" (Chateaubri- 
ant.) The man had disappeared as the gilded light of the fantastic histori- 
cal element began. This transfiguration of the myth needed another 4 
cycle before it cleared away the Bourbon’s scenario of "the usurper,” a 
bloodthirsty despot who had sacrificed France to his personal ambition. 

This took place around the time of the 4 o ¥ and 4 o ¥ in 1830-1831, 
as ¥ transited his natal ). The voice of St. Helena rose and his legend 
undertook a final conquest that took over the whole continent. 


".. all French, English, Italian, Russian, German poets, 
Chateaubriand and Victor Hugo, Béranger and Lamartine, 
Byron and Manzoni, Lermontov and Pouchkine, Stagemann, 
Zeddlitz and Henri Heine pay a royal homage to the ghost 
of St. Helena, this time unbeatable because he is nothing but 
spirit. Napoleon, nailed by the kings on his Atlantic gibbet, 
appears like the new Prometheus, the son of the Revolution, 
the avenger of the people, the soldier of freedom.” (Aubry 
Octave.) 
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One could quote so many other glorifying writers: Nerval, Stendhal, 
Vigny, all of them sensitive to the image of a European demiurge in 
charge of the future. In their trace, a plethora of Epinal images, plates 
decorated with Napoleonic subjects, small statues... 

'T want my ashes to be thrown on the edges of the Seine, among the 
French I loved so much" 

"Sleep, we will seek you out..." prophesied Hugo, and the Irish deputy 
O' Connell and the British Foreign Secretary, Lord Palmerston, attended 
the event. 

The arrival of Louis-Philippe in 1830 inaugurated his rehabilitation: a 
restitution of his statue at the top of the Vendéme column, the comple- 
tion of the Arc de Triomphe on the square Etoile. It was a kind of resur- 
rection that the remaining soldiers desired; they held a vigil next to his 
coffin on the night of 14-15" December 1840 and attended the proces- 
sion from the Champs-Elysées to the Invalides. The prince de Joinville, 
third son of Louis-Philippe, had brought back the remains of Napoleon 
from St. Helena. The prince was astrologically perfect for this role as he 
had been born in Neuilly on 14" August 1818 at 1:40 p.m., his 9” house 
O being conjunct the emperor’s ©, within 1°, and on that day, a O o 4 
at 24° ~ trined their common solar position. A few days later, 4 o % in 
the first degrees of % trined the one of 1802 in the first degrees of TI. 
With it the Napoleon myth became a part of history for ever. 

One was to realize it, this time with regrets, with the coup of his 
nephew on 2™* December 1851, when Napoleon III established the Sec- 
ond Empire. Here, the historical leap was the one of the 4-X cycle, of an 
authoritarian nature: the passage of the conjunction of 1805 to the next 
one of 1852. Of a Napoleon the Great to a "Napoleon the Small,” but 
what a story the life of the first one had been! 
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The French astrologer, André Barbault was bom in Champigneulles, 
France (48N44, 6E10) at 5.00 p.m. GMT on 1* October 1921. He began study- 
ing astrology at the age of 14 and has not stopped since then. 

He created a popular series Collection Zodiaque (Le Seuil Edition) in 1955- 
56 (which is now republished) and he has written over 30 books on astrology, on 
awide range of subjects, from Traité pratique d’astrologie and De la Psychana- 
lyse a l’Astrologie (Le Seuil Edition, 1961), to L’Astrologie Mondiale, (Fayard 
Edition, 1982), L Univers Astrologique des Quatre Eléments (Editions Tradi- 
tionnelles, 1992), Astralités des Femmes Illustres (Rocher Edition, 1998), Ura- 
nus-Neptune-Pluton (Editions Traditionnelles), and recently Introduction a 
l’Astrologie Mondiale (Editions du Rocher). His latest book Astrologie: Sym- 
boliques — Calculs — Interprétations, (Le Seuil Edition, June 2005) is a must 
buy. He has also written numerous articles for various astrological magazines. 
He lectures in France and internationally. 

From 1968 to 2003, he was the chief editor of the quarterly magazine, 
lastrologue, for which more than 250 authors have written. 

Andre Barbault recently opened a French website: andrebarbault.com, on 
which many of his previously unpublished texts can be found. 

Mundane astrology has been and continues to be André Barbault’s first love 
and he is most widely known for his work with the Cyclic Index which takes 
into account the angular separation between each of the pairs of the five outer 
planets. 


Vastrologue 
Francoise Moderne, whose excellent ip hot 
translation of André Barbault’s extensive 
analysis of Napoleon’s horoscope this is, 


has been a passionate student of astrology Astealie 
for over 30 years. She is a fervent admirer NAPOLEON 
of Barbault and has translated several of his paca 


writings in English. One of her interviews 
with him was published in The Mountain 
Astrologer in 1998. 

In 1985 Frangoise created an astrological 
group in Montpellier, Le Centre 
Méditerranéen d’Astrologie that she 
continues to lead. Since 1998, after retiring 
from teaching, she has held regular free 
monthly meetings on astrology in a French 


café. EDITIONS TRADITIONNELLES 
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The Ninth House 


JOHN FRAWLEY 


LTHOUGH THE 9" might seem to be one of the less compel- 
y ling houses of the chart—after all, most readings start and finish 
] \) with the 7" house of relationships!—it can be seen as the key to 
GES the whole chart, especially if we wish to investigate the deeper 
levels of the psyche. This does not, it must be stressed, mean the uncon- 
scious: what is unconscious is unconscious for good reason, and is usu- 
ally best left well alone. The ninth brings us face to face with the person's 
spiritual inclinations and capacities. 

While the reaction to this may too often be ‘So what?” it is at this 
level that the natal reading has its true purpose. For as astrology makes 
sense only in its relationship to the Divine, so our lives make sense only 
within a spiritual background. This tenet was taken for granted through- 
out most of astrologys long history. 

The usual model of the natal reading by traditional method follows 
the analogy of building a house: we start from the bottom up, laying the 
foundations before we tackle tasks such as putting on the roof. So our 
first job is to assess the natives temperament. This gives us a broad 
judgment of type, against which all the more detailed parts of the reading 
must be seen. : 

For all that the modern astrological ‘cookbooks tell us about the as- 
pects in the natal chart, these aspects make sense only when seen against 
the background of the temperament. We must always ask ourselves 
whether the person is choleric, melancholic, sanguine or phlegmatic 
(fiery, earthy, airy or watery) by nature if we are to know how the par- 
ticular aspect will operate. Once we have laid the foundation that is the 
temperament, we will find that the rest of the reading falls into place 
quite easily, without many of the contradictions which the modern con- 
cept of ‘synthesis’ attempts to resolve. 

There is, however, another, deeper, model of practice through which 
we can approach the chart. Here we begin not with the material founda- 
tions of the nature, but with its highest levels: the spiritual possibilities. 
This might seem like a contradiction to our original analogy, presenting 
us with the feat of putting on the roof before the walls are in place; but it 
should be seen not so much as starting from the top and working down- 
wards, as starting from the inside—the veritable core, or essence, of the 
person—and working from there to the superficial traits of character. 

To examine the native on this level we look to the 9" house of the 
chart and its relationship to the 3“ house, which is where the potentials 


> 
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of the ninth are or are not put into practice. Also of the utmost impor- 
tance are the seven key Arabian Parts: these can indeed be seen as the 
Seven Pillars of Wisdom on which our judgment is founded. The nu- 
merical echo is no coincidence. 

These seven Parts are those based on the Part of Fortune. They are: 


@ herself : Ag+ )—O; 

Part of Spirit (® reversed): As+ ©O- ); 

Part of Love: As + Part of Spirit - ®; 
Part of Despair: As + ® — Part of Spirit; 
Part of Captivity and Escape: As+ @-,; 

Part of Victory and Aid: As + 4 — Part of Spirit; 
Part of Courage: As+ @-o%. 


The formulae for these Parts are often reversed in night-time charts, but 
the reasoning for doing so is questionable, while keeping the formulae 
unchanged works well, whether in plumbing the depths of the nature or 
in such mundane, but easily verifiable, matters as forecasting the football 
scores. 

The names that these Parts have acquired in English understate their 
true significance. The Part of Love concerns Love on a far wider scale 
than our usual preoccupation with romance—although this is indeed part 
of it. It encompasses all our human bonds, and stretches farther yet to tell 
much about our aspirations and motivations. The Part of Despair is the 
unfortunate awareness of the limitations of our human condition, and 
where in the life this pinches us the most. 

The Part of Captivity has its obvious connections with prisons, but 
most of us go through our lives without any connection with prison. It 
shows the unnecessary bonds we put upon ourselves by our own foolish- 
ness (in contrast to the inevitable bonds that are shown by the Part of 
Despair). As the planet connected with this Part is %, god of doors, it 
shows us not only the way into these prisons, but also our way out. On the 
broadest level, the imprisonment of which it speaks is that of the soul 
within the world: our own incarnation. 

The Part of Victory has little to do with winning at dominoes, but is a 
reminder—as its planet, 4, makes clear—that victory is ever a gift from 
above. It shows us aid from the Divine, the ‘daily bread’ that sustains us 
both physically and spiritually. Finally, the Part of Courage shows great- 
ness of soul, of which physical courage can be a part. 

When assessing the 9" house’ role in this we must look to the house 
itself, its ruler and any planets in that house, especially those close to the 
cusp. The modality (cardinal, fixed or mutable) of the sign on the cusp 
and the sign in which the house ruler falls will tell us something of how 
constant in faith the native might be—remembering, as ever, that this 
must be seen within the context of his or her whole nature. It is always 
worth having a look at the condition of 4 too, as he is the natural ruler of 
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faith. 

If we find the house ruler in its detriment and the house itself af- 
flicted, things do not look good. This does not mean that the person 
should be written off as the worst of sinners: such crosses can be the spur 
to work hard at the spiritual life and achieve greatly. The nature of the 
planet afflicting the house will tell where the major problems lie. 

Suppose it is > in T, poised on the cusp of the 9". The reason * is so 
weak, and therefore so malign, in T is that the speed of that sign is in- 
compatible with »s plodding nature: this often manifests as impetuosity. 
So we might judge that the native's desire for instant solutions makes 
any sustained spiritual effort that much the harder. 

Or we might link the afflicting planet back to the house it rules. A 
typical example might be the Lord of the 10" house afflicting the 9": the 
native's all-consuming commitment to his career leaves no time or effort 
for higher things. Similarly, we can trace the significance of a helpful 
planet in the 9" through the house it rules. Maybe I have the ruler of the 
11" house casting a fortunate ray over the 9": I have friends whose com- 
pany guides me to a higher path. 

It is from these spiritual concerns that the 9" draws its lesser meaning 
as the house of travel. This governs long journeys, but what is a long 
journey? The ancient texts define it as a journey where we get there and 
back in a day, or maybe two. Shorter journeys belong in the 3" house. 
But the real dividing line is whether the journeys are routine or special. 
The trivial journeys that make up our daily round are 3" house; any spe- 
cial journey, no matter how near or far, echoes the nature of the pilgrim- 
age to God that is the journey of our life, and so belongs in the 9". 

Indeed, the Arab Neo-Platonists, the Brothers of Purity, saw the 9" as 
the image of the whole of the life, finding significance in the fact that if 
we give one month per house from conception, which we may take as the 
Ascendant, the 9" cusp will show the birth, the start of our voyage. 

In most of our enquiries we are concerned more with mundane jour- 
neys, and the 9" will tell if the native has an inclination to travel, and 
how successful such travels will be. If we are looking for the success of 
one specific journey in a horary chart, we would also check the condition 
of the 10" house. As the 2 from the 9", this shows the journeys 
money—the profit that will be made. A strong 4 on that cusp should 
have us packing our bags with enthusiasm! 

So also the 10" shows the profit from another 9" house concern: our 
studies, or our knowledge. The condition of the 9" house in a horary on 
this subject will show if we know anything; this is not necessarily con- 
nected with our ability to make money out of it. For this, we look to the 
10". As with questions of faith, so here the failings in our knowledge 
will be revealed by afflictions to the house and its ruler. 

Knowledge is seen as a kind of journey. Another journey is a dream. 
Dreams in the loose sense of “I dream about dating Miss Wonderful” are 
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11" house issues: ambitions. In the strict sense, as in what we experience 
whilst asleep, they belong here (not in the 12"). The dream is seen as a 
source of information, which may or may not be correct. In the classical 
image, the dream comes through the gate either of horn or of ivory. 
Those which come through the gate of horn are true; as if horn is worked 
very thin it becomes transparent, while ivory remains opaque no matter 
how thin it might be. 

In a horary chart, the condition of the 9" will tell us if the dream is to 
be believed. Or, for that matter, any other prophecy or prediction: my psy- 
chic told me...” If we wish to use the chart to interpret a dream, we are best 
to regard the dream as if it were as real as anything else in our life. Thus 
we ascribe the houses exactly as we would normally do: I am first, my 
wife is 7", my boss is 10", and so on. By analyzing the chart according 
to the usual rules we can find a concrete meaning for the dream, avoiding 
the psycho-jargon with which dream interpretation is so often plagued. 

So, for instance, if I dream I am arguing with my boss, by unraveling 
our motives in the same way as we would do in any other horary chart, 
by studying the receptions of the two significators, we see the reasons for 
the argument, while the house placements will allow us to reveal any 
deeper layers of meaning in the dream's choice of characters. 

The 9" is often prominent in horaries for “When and where will I 
meet my husband? questions. If the planets of querent and potential 
spouse come together in the 10", we see them meeting at work. Un- 
fortunately for the astrologer, most other options for meeting are 
covered by the 9": evening-class, on holiday, in church. If this is the 
house emphasized, it can be hard to decide which will be the one. 
For Asian querents, the 9" has a specific meaning here: that of the 
marriage bureau. As the bureau has taken the role of the wise man 
who would arrange a match in the past, so it takes the same house of 
the chart. The same cannot be said of the western agencies. 

Following the Chaldean order of the planets that has explained 
why each house means what it does, we find 4 as the planet associ- 
ated with the 9" house. While it is not usually a good idea to mix 
eastern and western schools of astrology (no disparagement to the 
Vedic methods, which are fine indeed: they just dont mix success- 
fully), the Indian name for 4, Guru, makes the point perfectly. 4 is 
the builder of the rainbow bridge from the human to the Divine, and 
this part of the chart is from where that bridge leads. 

This point is repeated by the O having its joy in this house, as the 
O is the visible symbol of God within the cosmos. This is an idea 
which the historians and archaeologists are prone to mistake, so it is 
worth clarifying exactly what it means. No civilization has ever 
worshipped the © (or the ), for that matter). What various civiliza- 
tions have done is to take the © as a naturally occurring symbol, not of 
God, Who is beyond all symbol, but of His action and manifestation 
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within Creation. 

Once, the traditional sources tell us, the house of God that is the 9" 
would have been on the Midheaven, its rightful place. But when Man 
fell, everything slipped out of kilter. This is reflected by the planets’ 
moving in elliptical, rather than circular orbits. The effect of this transpo- 
sition on the mundane houses is that they all shifted round by one place. 
The point made by this piece of cosmology is that with the Fall, there 
came into Creation two differing viewpoints: Gods and Mans. Before 
then, when Adam would walk with God in the cool of the evening, the 
viewpoints were as one. 


John Frawley is an astrological consultant and teacher with students in six con- 
tinents. He is the editor of The Astrologer’s Apprentice and author of The Ho- 
rary Textbook, The Real Astrology and The Real Astrology Applied. Contact 
John at {@apprentice.demon.co.uk. 
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When Will | Get My Pashminas? 


RUTH BAKER otastrol, aHP, cma 


N A FIT of extravagance I had ordered two pashmina scarves 
which I had seen advertised, one in deep blue and one in a 
lighter blue. As it was well over the expected time of delivery I 
was getting rather annoyed and impatient at their non-arrival. 


When Will | Get 


my Pashminas? 


Bhs 


12:35 PM 20th June 2002 


51N48, 1609 


> hour \ day 
) from 4 O ton? 


With » ruling the day triplicity of the ascending sign of =, I was 
pleased to see planetary hour agreement—always a good start. 

I am signified by the Ascendant ruler, @, and the ) is my co- 
significator. The pashminas have been paid for so they are technically 
my property and as such are also represented by @ as she has rulership of 
the 2° house as well as the 1". 2, angular in this chart, is a very apt sig- 
nificator for an item of women's clothing and adornment. The ) is in the 
2" house, in the Via Combusta and in fall, which just about describes my 
annoyed state at the time of the question. The dealer from whom I pur- 


57 


Baker: When Will I Get My Pashminas? 


chased the pashminas is represented by the 7" house ruler, 0’, who also 
rules the 3“ house of post. The ) is in all the dignities of o, showing that 
I am entirely in his hands. There is also mutual reception by sign be- 
tween the ) and o as well as mixed reception. 


Sign | Exalt | Trip | Term | Face 

[e) g > % ed [o) 

) gv = os v co Fall 

g g 3 % g y 

Q (0) - (0) g > | Peregrine 
os > 4 cs g g Fall 

y D) 4 os Q D) 

» g Es i) Q v 

3) » E » g 7 

) MR o” 
The ) always shows action and she separates from trine the O, ruler 


of my 11" of hope and expectations and carries her light to O Q. The dis- 
tance between the ) and @ is almost 4°, so I reckoned that the pashmi- 
nas should arrive up to five days after the question. On the strength of 
this I decided to withhold my intended irate phone call, The pashminas 
actually arrived on the 26" June, but I thought the day’s delay was proba- 
bly due to the fact that o’, ruler of the dealer and the post is in fall. To my 
disappointment the pashminas were not up to standard—@ is peregrine 
and o® ®. @ is in the end-of-matter 4" house and disposited by », the 
Greater Malefic. Not a happy ending! 


Books Considered 


Cycles of Becoming 
by Alexander Ruperti 
Earthwalk School of Astrology, P.O. Box 3435 Santa Monica CA 90408 
272 pages, paper, $21.95, 2005 reprint of 1978 publication 


ET ME GET straight to the point. If you are serious about as- 
trology, you need to read Alexander Ruperti’s book on transit 

cycles, Cycles of Becoming. 
Many astrologers agree: Cycles of Becoming is one of the 
most important astrology books ever written. Ruperti’s work provides a 
deep and comprehensive exploration of planetary cycles. All transits are 
part of cycles, and it is these cycles that form the framework of our lives. 

The book’s subtitle, The Planetary Pattern of Growth, reveals the 
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humanistic approach that Ruperti championed. After discussing a hu- 
manistic approach to astrology—one that emphasizes psychological 
processes rather than events, Ruperti explored the cycles of the planets, 
both in relationship to their natal positions and to other planets, generic 
cycles (those people experience at roughly the same ages), individual 
cycles, and the significance of planets transiting through natal houses. 
Much insight can be gained from these well-written and highly informa- 
tive chapters. 

Ruperti stresses the importance of understanding transits as pieces of 
the ongoing relationship of the planets involved. Transits indicate phases 
of growth of the personality, but to understand the overall significance of 
a transit, one must take the whole cyclic relationship of the planets in- 
volved into account. Ruperti wrote, “It is this interrelationship among 
cycles which describes the total uniqueness of each moment and at the 
same time links them together in a rhythmic order.” 

According to Ruperti’s astrological thesis, “the planetary picture 
found in our birth-charts... will enable us to get a perspective on the par- 
ticular manner in which we should use these human functions in order to 
grow in an individually meaningful and significant way. The rhythm and 
time-table of this potential individual development will be keyed to the 
rhythm of the planetary cycles from the birth-moment onwards. This 
book is an attempt to help the reader to understand the significance of 
these cycles, so that he or she may live consciously according to this cy- 
clic rhythm on the path toward personality maturity.” 

Ruperti (1913-1998) was an osteopathic physician and physical 
therapist who used patients’ birth charts to gain additional insight into 
the problems which may have contributed to their physical complaints. 
Inspired by Dane Rudhyar, Ruperti embraced humanistic astrology and 
became a pioneer in teaching this holistic, psychological orientation to 
astrology. 

Ruperti wrote, “It is the internal response that is important, whatever 
the external event may be. Exact prediction is not important; but rather 
the creation within oneself of a positive, courageous and conscious atti- 
tude in the face of an experience necessary to one’s psychological and 
spiritual development. Whatever the outward crisis may be, it must be 
understood as a necessary phase of growth. One often cannot change the 
external situation, so what matters is how he faces up to it and what 
meaning he gives to the experience.” 

Originally published in 1978, this new printing of this timeless classic 
is unchanged except for the addition of two tables: the o’-@ retrograde 
conjunctions and 4-% conjunctions. 

This is an important book—insightful and profound. It is an essential 
book for all astrologers interested in psychological development. 


—Leda Blumberg 
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Denis Saunders 


Denis Saunders 


7:39 am EET 


28th July 1920 


Born: 7:38 AM EET, 28" July 1920, Kimberley, South Africa [data from Denis] 
Died: 7:23 pm EET, 14" July 2005, Johannesburg. 


We ae ly saddened by the lass af aur gaad friend. Fav many years he 
has been an immensely papular and insightful cantrilutar ta these pages. 


Considerations and Sandy Saunders first made contact through the 
late Anne Cilliers, the German-born Cape Town-based astrologer, who 
was one of our strongest supporters in the early years. I had asked her 
who were the better astrologers in South Africa and she told me of Can- 
eri 5, the teacher who had been and still was very much responsible for 
the enthusiasm and knowledge of so many of the then-current members 
of the Johannesburg group. I once asked Sandy about his choice of Can- 
cri 5 as his appropriate’ and novel pseudonym. “One tries to keep a low 
profile,” he told me. 


" 55 Cancri is a binary star system (star B is about the size of our ©) that lies 


within the Hyades group in 8. It was closely conjunct the Midheaven at Sandy’s 
birth, which by tradition is a portent of eminence and fortune. Astronomers 
have discovered four ¥-sized planets orbiting star A. 
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We knew Sandy as a very fine astrologer but others saw him in dif- 
ferent capacities. He was a qualified Homeopath Naturopath, and Osteo- 
path, who in November 1996 was honored for his work at a ceremony in 
London's House of Lords. 

He was born when five planets and the Ascendant were in £2, with 2 « 
¥, both closely square to the Qs, close to the rising degree. Reinhold 
Ebertin, who didn’t at all care for ¥, would have considered this to indi- 
cate illusion and unhappiness in relationships but in this he would have 
ignored the strength of Sandy’s leonine O, the ruler of the ascending 
satellium, which could only have strengthened the life-enhancing sensi- 
tivity, sympathy for others and the unselfishness that dominated his life. 
Sandy brought health to those who lacked it. He could have been a fine 
actor. 

In addition to the significant emphasis on solar matters indicated by 
the bunch of planets in ©, there is that Yod formed by tight quincunx 
aspects from the ) and ¥ to the O—the angle the O is from ¥ being ex- 
actly 150° 00’. Among other things, this points to Sandy’s originality, to 
being “born before his time,” to his unconventional approach to life, and 
to the ever constant danger that he would spread his considerable talents 
too thin and fritter them away in non-essentials. 

A third strong aspect in his chart is the close o” 4 P, with » near their 
midpoint. He was not afraid of hard work, and overcame many difficul- 
ties and obstacles in the 85 years he spent here 

I will especially miss reading Sandy’s astute and systematic horo- 
scopic analyses. —Ken Gillman 


Sylvia Jean Smith writes: 

Denis Saunders and I had an e-mail friendship that probably spanned 
about ten years, and even with his declining health, his remarkable hu- 
mor, and his warmth never wavered. When he spoke about dying, which 
he did openly speak of, I chided that "he couldn't leave yet, for I wasn’t 
ready to let him go." We are never ready for the inevitable, so when the 
news came, so did the sadness. 

Many knew him as a doctor. I knew him as an astrologer, and of the 
caliber of excellence in this field that may not be equaled. His writings 
had a thoroughness not found in other articles written by other astrolo- 
gers. His knowledge of astrology was impeccable. 

I recall at some point that Denis spoke of a book that he had been try- 
ing to obtain. I found the book and mailed it off to him. He had written 
many an article for my publication without payment, so sending this 
book to him didn’t begin to cover that generosity. For Denis, this did not 
count, and before long I received a beautiful African wall-hanging. I had 
it framed and it hangs in my house. I treasure it for it reminds me of this 
gentle man, whose warm generosity and his humor will long be remem- 
bered. 
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KEN GILLMAN 


ETER GALISON in his Einstein’s Clocks, Poincaré’s Maps' 
describes an early terrorist attack in London: 


On Thursday 15 February 1894, a young French anar- 

chist, Martial Bourdin, bought a ticket from Westminster 
Bridge to Greenwich. According to one of two observatory 
assistants, when chatting in the lower computing room, the 
pair “were suddenly startled by a loud explosion, the deto- 
nation of which was sharp and clear... I immediately re- 
marked to Mr. Hollis, ‘That’s dynamite! Spot the time’.” 
Trained to observe by the clock, they duly recorded the 
detonation at 4:51. When a policeman arrived at the deto- 
nation scene in the park below the observatory, he found 
Bourdin dying. The anarchist had lost his hand and re- 
ceived a massive blow of explosive and bomb fragments. 
For years, doubt lingered about Bourdin’s motives; anar- 
chists suspected a police setup; others saw it as one more in 
the long series of French anarchist strikes, including one on 
the Chamber of Deputies in Paris (December 1893) and an- 
other in a Paris café just three days before Bourdin’s de- 
mise. Joseph Conrad’s version of the events in his 1907 
work The Secret Agent remains the canvas on which these 
events have been seen: a dark sketch of dupes, manipula- 
tors, and careerists from which no one emerges unsullied. 
In Conrad’s world the conniving First Secretary of a For- 
eign Power insisted on an attack that would frighten the 
class enemies beyond murder: “The demonstration must be 
against learning—science. The attack must have all the 
shocking senselessness of gratuitous blasphemy.” It must 
strike at the mysterious scientific heart of material prosper- 
ity. “Yes,” he continued with a contemptuous smile. “The 
blowing up of the first meridian is bound to raise a howl of 
execration.” 


There are several tight connections between this failed attempt on the 
Greenwich meridian in 1894 and the July 2005 bombings in London. 
Figure 1 is the chart for the 1894 attempt; Figure 2 shows the one for the 
7 July 2005 bombings on London’s transport system. 


1 W. W. Norton & Company, New York, London, 2003, pp. 159-160. 
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Figure | 


Greenwich Bomb 
4:51 pm GMT. 
15th February 1894 


'S1N30, 0WO0 


Figure 2: 


London Bombs 


8:51 am BST 
7th July 2005 


SIN30, OWOS 
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Three obvious connections stand out immediately: 
the 2005 Ascendant at 27°02" $2 exactly opposes the 
position of the 1894 O, exact within a minute of arc; 
the 2005 IC at 15¥2 Tl is just 10° distant from the 
position of the 1894 X, then appropriately in the 
same 4" house; while the 2005 was transiting the 
place of the 1894 ¥ (orb 13°), both being close to the 
cusp of the chart’s 8" house. There are other 
similarities—Q in T in the 9" house and the ) in the 
11" stand out—but that’s enough for now. 

The 1804 map is interesting of itself. ¥ o B is 
present in the sky, here closely squared by &; there is 
a close Grand Trine in the Air signs with the ), ruler 


ez - @ 


of the house of secret enemies, moving from 4 % to 4 O; and the MC 
almost exactly falls at the P/Q midpoint. MC = P/Q would have been 
exact were the time 4:50:44 pm and not 4:51. The anarchist’s failure to 
blow up the first meridian is doubtless due to the protection provided by 
the elevated \y (7 Capulus), which closely aspects the rising degree. 


Figure 3 


T Ingress 


1:33:22 pm BST 
20th March 2005 


London: $1N30, OW10 


The potential danger to London in 2005 was mentioned in this journal 
earlier this year—the T Ingress at that location (Figure 3) had }) o° & 
across the horizon. But that raises the question of why London and not 
Paris (or Brussels or even Amsterdam) where the same opposition was 
even closer to the horizon and it was there augmented by the § o° 4 close 


to the meridian. 


In 1912 the English astrologer W. Gorn Old, who wrote under the 
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pseudonym of Sepharial, published a little booklet entitled The Laws of 
Values, in which he predicted that a devastating world-wide war would 
commence in 1914. He was correct: World War I began that year. 

One of the chapters in the booklet deals with the sensitive points of 
major cities. As John Naylor, the father of O-sign astrology, pointed out 
when discussing Sepharial’s work in 1980, “very few mundane astrolo- 
gers pay much attention to sensitive points although they are a very tradi- 
tional part of astrology. They are often mentioned in medieval books on 
astrology. Nowadays they are largely ignored, overlooked or discarded 
but they appear to have great value.” * 

Since the publication in 1988 of Nicholas Campion’s The Book of 
World Horoscopes’, mundane astrologers have begun to correct this 
omission. Even so the traditional sensitive points associated with major 
cities continue to be mostly ignored, preference being given to degrees 
occupied at those times when a country was founded, became independ- 
ent or experienced a change of government. City, even the capital city, 
and country are not completely synonymous. 


Figure 4 


United Kingdom 


00:01 am LMT 
Ist January 1801 


51N30, OWO7 


Sepharial gave as the sensitive points for London, an MC of 9° I] and 
an Ascendant of 14° TJ. They were not occupied at the start of 1801 
when Great Britain and Ireland joined to become the United Kingdom. 


? See Astrology 54:1 & 2, 
3 1* edition 1988 was published by Aquarian Press. The 2°“ edition of 1995 was 
published by Cinnabar Books of Bristol, England. 
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The ¥ o B present at the time of the 1894 
Greenwich bombing frames 9° [I]. For the 2005 
bombing the connection to one of these sensitive 
points is less obvious, although the O and ) are 
positioned on either side of the antiscion of 9° Il, 
namely on either side of 21° G. 

Refer back to the T Ingress. ¥ was in the 9 
degree of H, 0 this traditional London MC, and 
> was in the 21* degree of &, conjunct the same 
sensitive point. % o° 4 hits the traditional 
London Ascendant, this time by  contra- 
antiscion. 

Perhaps a comparison of the 2005 T Ingress 


against the UK’s 1801 chart (Figure 4) is more meaningful: the Ingress 
Ascendant is the position of the 1801 4, transit » is conjunct the 1801 ), 
transit ¥ is conjunct the 1801 9, and transit 2 is conjunct the 1801 Q. 
Each of these transits is very tight. The transit of the 1801 ) by % stands 
out among these tight connections: as a result of these bombings there 
has been some restraint (»), much of which is self-imposed, on the popu- 
lation’s freedom of movement ()). 


Figure 5: 


Failed Bombings 


12:30 pm BST 


2Ist July 2005 


51N30, OW10 


Whether one uses the 1801 chart, Sepharial’s sensitive points or sim- 


ply analyzes the 2005 T Ingress without reference to any base chart, 
there are ample indications that London would be attacked around this 
time. The when of the terrorist attack is shown by the 21* July 2005 full 
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moon (G o’, O « *) smack-dab on the ) o° o of the T Ingress. This at- 
tempted repeat (Figure 5) of the 7” July attacks failed but it greatly 
heightened Londoners’ fears of future terrorist attacks. Why did it fail? 
The 8 rising seems to be a good enough reason, that and the ) being 
about to change sign and apply to 0° %. 


N ADDITION to looking at the Greenwich bombing, the astrol- 
ogy associated with several other London bombings has been 
examined. AsI don’t have the exact timings for all of these, sun- 
rise charts were set up for each. In total 27 bombings were examined, of 
which fourteen occurred within a day of a new moon and another four 
within a day of a full moon. Were the dates of these bombings truly ran- 
dom we would expect a sixth of them, 16.7%, to have occurred within a 
day of a syzygy. The observed incidence of 52.2% more than triples this 
expectation. 


Acts of Terrorism in London 


12™ December 1867 | Clerkenwell Prison: 12 dead, 100 injured 
24" January 1885 | House of Commons 
15" February 1894 | Greenwich Observatory: 1 dead 
31* October 1971 | Post Office Tower 
8" March 1973 | Old Bailey: 1 dead, 174 injured 
8" September 1973 | Victoria Station: 3 injured 
17" July 1974 | Tower of London: 34 injured 
5™ October 1974 | Guildford pubs: 5 dead, 50+ injured 
5" September 1975 | Hilton hotel: 2 dead, 60 injured 
30" March 1979 | House of Commons: MP killed 
10" October 1981 | Chelsea Barracks: 2 dead, 72 injured 
20" July 1982 | Hyde Park: 11 dead, 58 injured 
17" December 1983 | Harrods: 6 dead, 100 injured 
1* August 1988 | Mill Hill barracks: 1 dead, 8+ injured 
25" June 1990 | Carlton Club: 21+ injured 
20" July 1990 | Stock Exchange 
18" February 1991 | Victoria Station: 1 dead, 38 injured 
28" February 1992 | London Bridge station: 29 injured 
10" April 1992 | St. Mary Axe: 3 dead, 93 injured 
12" October 1992 | Covent Garden toilet: 1 dead, 4 injured 
10 December 1992 | Wood Green shopping centre 
22° December 1992 | Hampstead Underground Station 
27" February 1993 | Camden: 18 injured 
24" April 1993 | Bishopsgate truck bomb: 1 dead, 44 injured 
9" February 1996 | Docklands: 2 die 
18" February 1996 | Bus in Aldwych: 1 dead, 5 injured 
7 July 2005 | Underground trains & a bus 


Readers may wish to consider the reason for the 75-year gap between 
the third and fourth entry in the above table. 
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Floods 


EFORE looking at the astrological indications of the August 
Fz 2005 devastation of New Orleans let’s consider some earlier 
CD major floods in the US. In doing so I will ignore eclipses and 

© other lunations, even the charts for the times of the floodings 
themselves, and rely solely on the appropriate T Ingress and cast it for 
the nation’s capital, Washington DC. Tradition tells us that the ingress is 
all a mundane astrologer needs to accurately predict major events in the 
nation. We'll see if this is so. 


Figure 6: 


1927 T Ingress 


9:59:06 AM EST 
2st March 1927 


Washington DC 


The worst flood in US history occurred in 1927 when the Mississippi 
broke out of its levee system in 145 places and flooded 27-thousand 
square miles. The area was inundated up to a depth of thirty feet. The 
states of Arkansas, Illinois, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi and Ten- 
nessee were all affected by the flood, but New Orleans did not experi- 
ence serious damage. 700-thousand people were displaced, including 
330-thousand African-Americans who were placed in 154 relief camps. 
Many African-Americans were detained and forced to labor at gunpoint 
during flood relief efforts, which was one factor in the Great Migration 
of African-Americans from the south into northern cities. Led Zeppe- 
lin’s hit song When the Levee Breaks is based on this flood. 

The T Ingress for 1927 at the nation’s capital is shown at Figure 6. ¥ 
close to the IC, o” (widely .° %) at the Ascendant, and © ¢ X stand out as 
obvious suspects, while PB in its own less obvious way is also very much 
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involved. P is transiting over the US O and its antiscion (16°13° 1) is at 
the Ingress’ Ascendant. 

In addition to the Great Mississippi Flood the same year saw the city 
of St Louis devastated by a tornado, the appearance of the first talkie, 
and Lindburgh’s solo flight across the Atlantic. Each of these events 
should be foreseen by the T Ingress. 

By itself ¥ in Q explains much. ©, the traditional sign of leadership, 
is related to class war, to divisiveness and master-victim issues. Herbert 
Hoover, in charge of flood relief operations, used the disaster to vault 
into the presidency. Reports of the poor situation in refugee camps were 
kept out of the media at Hoover’s request. He promised reforms for 
blacks after the presidential election. When he failed to keep his promise 
the allegiance of black Americans shifted from the Republican Party to 
Roosevelt and the Democrats. P, on the US O, also seems to have a con- 
nection with all of this. 


oz I 19 


Figure 7 


1957 T Ingress 


4:16:29 pm EST 
20th March 1957 


‘Washington DC 


On 27" June 1957 Hurricane Audrey made landfall near Sabine 
Pass, Texas as a Category 4 Hurricane. Its 12-foot storm surge devas- 
tated Cameron, Louisiana and was responsible for over 500 deaths. No 
storm to hit the US since had caused as many fatalities until Hurricane 
Katrina in 2005. Audrey remains the strongest storm ever to form as 
early as June. 

Figure 7 is the 1957 T Ingress at Washington DC. The ) in ~ is at 
the IC closely opposed by o’, with the ) part of a Grand Trine in Fire 
with ¥ in Q and the © and & in T on the 8" Placidus house cusp. These 
four bodies closely aspect ¥ retrograde in Tl, in the 3 house, while the P 
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antiscion at 1°31’ & is opposed by ¥. 

This ingress chart should also foretell other events that year: the con- 
tinuing Cold War with panic building of fallout shelters in the US, the 
National Guard being called out to prevent black students enrolling in the 
Little Rock High School, the Dodgers moving from Brooklyn to LA, and 
the discovery of the Van Allen radiation belt. Outside the US this was 
the year the first Sputnik orbited the earth, the Antarctic land mass was 
first crossed, and Bertrand Russell launched the Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament. 


Figure 8 


1965 T Ingress 


3:04:45 pm EST. 
20th March 1965 


Washington DC 


1965 was the year of Hurricane Betsy, nicknamed Billion-Dollar 
Betsy because of the damage it caused. Betsy was just short of Category 
5 strength when it made landfall in Louisiana. 76 people were killed, 
which makes it one of the most deadly hurricanes to hit the US. 

Figure 8 illustrates the 1965 T Ingress. As in the 1927 ingress, ¥ is at 
the IC. This time the ) is applying to o ¥. 4 squares the Ascendant from 
the 10" house, and in the 2™* house the triple conjunction of o' ¢ Bo ¥ is 
opposed by ». The ) and ¥ are in Tll, the transforming sign of bottom- 
line reality, of survival and recovery after a disaster. When emphasized 
in any chart, mundane or natal, TI always points to underlying disquiet. 

1965 was the year of the NYC blackout, of Martin Luther King’s 
march on Selma, on LBJ’s War on Poverty and his escalation of the war 
in Viet Nam. 


70 


Considerations XX: 4 


Hurricane Camille arrived in 1969, the year US troops began being 
withdrawn from Viet Nam. The same T Ingress (Figure 9) also warns of 
the death of Eisenhower (MC ruler in its fall and retrograde), of the first 
man to step on the moon (4 o X), of the Woodstock rock concert and all 
those anti-war rallies (2 in T, o %), of the My Lai massacre and the trial 
of William Caley, of the Manson murders, and of income tax reform. 


Figure 9 


1969 T Ingress 


3:08:06 pm EDT 
20th March 1969 


The Ingress occurred just two days after a solar eclipse at 27°25’ H. 
The O is ¢ Q and opposes ¥ o KX. Qo Ho Dis atthe MC. ¥ squares o’, 
which trines the Ascendant. P ¢ the US ¥ is areminder that both ¥ and P 
appear to be significant in T ingresses for years that contain major 
floods. That apart, transit ¥ does hold a prominent place in this 1969 T 
Ingress for its antiscion at 1°32’ #« is closely squared by the ) from the 
Midheaven. 

Now to New Orleans. Figure 10 is the 2005 T Ingress cast for 
Washington DC. We have seen this chart earlier, located to London, at 
Figure 3. ) o° o’, an aspect also present in the 1957 T Ingress (Figure 7) 
to herald Hurricane Audrey, is doubtless the significator of the London 
bombings. Hurricane Katrina and the flooding of New Orleans appear to 
be due to % in © in opposition to the MC. 

Among its many significations » involves structure, engineering, re- 
sponsibility, order, government and the bureaucracy. It constricts and 
squeezes things into shape, it moderates and blocks. It works through the 
threat of failure; it engenders discipline by way of respect and fear. *» 
prompts us to be organized or suffer by not being so. 
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Figure 10: 


2005 T Ingress 
8:33:22 am EDT 


20th March 2005 


Figure 11 


Louisiana Purchase 


Sunrise (5:22:34 am LMT) 
30th April 1803 
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* is weak in @. It cannot function correctly in this sign, it is disor- 
ganized. It is also retrograde, which suggests that the order and disci- 
pline it should bring about will fail because of a lack of planning and 
people taking responsibility. 

As @ is the sign ruled by the ) it is connected with the underprivi- 
leged, with the needy and the helpless, those on the receiving end, spe- 
cifically the poor and the ethnic minorities. 

* retrograde in © and closely opposing the MC in an Ingress chart 
indicates that the true plight of the underprivileged will be brought into 
the public view and this will undermine the nation’s confidence in its 
leaders. 

New Orleans is said to have been founded in 1718. It was purchased 
by Napoleon in 1803 and incorporated as a city on 17" February 1805, 
reportedly at 12:10 p.m. 

Figure 11 is cast for sunrise at New Orleans on 30" April 1803, the 
day it was bought as part of the Louisiana Purchase. Note the position of 
PB at 8°05’ H. Two years later, when the city was incorporated, P had 
advanced to 8°53” . 

Hurricane Katrina, a Force 4 killer hurricane, came ashore just east of 
the city of New Orleans at 6:10 am on the morning of 29" August 2005. 


Figure 12: 


Flooding of 


New Orleans 


Sunrise (6:40:06 am CDT) 
31st August 2005 


30N04, 39W56 


“Tt had begun as a Tropical Depression, yet another swirl of tropical 
turbulence in the southeastern Bahamas. But then it began to over- 
achieve. It hit Florida with more power than expected, killing nine peo- 
ple and knocking out electricity for a million more. The it crossed over 
into the Gulf of Mexico, intensifying into one of the strongest storms on 
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record as, by a horrific bit of timing, it chumed directly over the “loop 
current,” a great, deep whorl of tropic-hot seawater that pulses between 
the Yucatan and Cuba each year and then stays south of Louisiana into 
late summer. Storms usually weaken as they suck up cool water that lies 
stratified beneath the warm surface; but in the loop even the depths are 
hot.” 

Figure 12 is cast for sunrise on 31* August 2005. The hurricane had 
caused terrible damage but as most of the 1.3-million people in the met- 
ropolitan area had evacuated—leaving just those who had no choice but 
to stay: the 50-thousand households with no car, the poor, the elderly, the 
undereducated and disabled—there was no great loss of life. Then on 
31" August, two days after the storm hit the city, the levees were 
breached and water from Lake Pontchartrain poured into New Orleans. 
With the flood waters came terror and despair. Thousands lost their 
homes and all their possessions, many drowned. Television pictures of 
despairing people combined with an obvious lack of competent aid from 
Federal and State authorities shocked the world. It was difficult to be- 
lieve that these were pictures from the richest country in the world, not 
from somewhere in the impoverished third world. 

O & X, with X at the place of the 1805 P, goes a long way to explain- 
ing why this disaster occurred at this time. This transit is one that forces 
change. One can add to this the transiting G o the 1805 position of — 
the necessity for change is shown by the disintegration of what had been 
thought of as permanent structures. 

The associated lack of planning and organization, together with the 
subsequent loss of confidence in the nation’s leaders, is shown in the T 
Ingress by ® retrograde in @ opposing the Midheaven. 
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But perhaps these examples are misleading. They give the impression 
that the meaning inherent in an T Ingress is obvious, that these mundane 
charts are simple to interpret. Sadly, not all floods and other disasters, 
whether natural or terrorist inspired, are as easily explained as those we 
have been considering. Were they so, mundane astrologers would be 
held in much higher esteem than they obviously are. 

Let’s consider two more natural disasters that baffled me for some 
time. The first is the only one in which I’ve had some involvement. 
This was the 1953 flooding that devastated the Netherlands, bursting 50 
dykes and drowning 1,800 people. Another 307 people, including my 
school’s music teacher and the man who had taught me to swim, were 
killed along England’s east coast. 


Figure 13: 


1952 T Ingress 
5:13:46 pm CET 
20th March 1952 


Amsterdam: 52N22, 453 


os 13 


Figure 13 is the relevant T Ingress, cast for Amsterdam. No planets 
are close to angles, and the only obvious aspects to the angles are two 
weak semi-sextiles: ¥ to the MC, and » to the ASC—no, the rotation of 
the earth will not make this pair simultaneously angular for when * is at 
the ASC, X has still 6° to go to get to the MC, which is too wide. 

It is a difficult chart nonetheless: the ) forms a T-square with 4 (¢ ¥) 
and ¥ (¢ *), and the difficult o’ o B aspects ¥, who is in turn is o 4, 
which connects back to the T-square configuration. One’s immediate 
interpretation is that there will be major difficulties somewhere in the 
world but not in or near the Netherlands. What have we missed? 

Uranian planets, the € and sundry other planetoids and mythical ob- 
jects were added to the ingress chart, all of which have their fervent ad- 
vocates, but none are close to an angle. What had been missed? 
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I thought I had the answer with the antiscions of the ) and MC. The 
)’s antiscion is 9° 23’ ~, where it is conjunct the IC, and the MC’s at 21° 
47 @ is at the empty arm of the )-4-¥ T-square, converting it into a 
Cardinal Cross. Impressive, eh? Unfortunately not enough to cut the ice 
in London for there the MC antiscion is 26° 34’ &, much too distant from 
the necessary 21" degree of &. 

The 1952 T ingress at Amsterdam had a mutable sign rising. Tradi- 
tion says that it therefore rules for just six months and that the = ingress 
is needed to cover the remainder of the year. The disaster occurred on 
the 31* January 1953, well within the authority of the = ingress, which 
is shown at Figure 14. 


Pigure I: 


1952 = Ingress 


3:23:41 am CET 
23rd September 1952 


Amsterdam 


Does this explain what occurred? A retrograde \ is at the MC, a 
weak ) is at the IC, and B is within orbs of the Ascendant. For what it’s 
worth * is again 30° from an angle: semisextile to the IC. 

At London the MC is 10° 03°6 and the ASC is 23° 15’ ©, which 
places P somewhat closer to the rising degree. 

) in Tl at IC was present in the ingress prior to Hurricane Betsy; then 
it was ¢ ¥, now it is afflicted by the mundane square from PB. An angular 
B can mean the breaking down of resistance to create needed change. Its 
involvement with the debilitated ) may point to recovery after a disaster. 
And at Amsterdam the IC is fairly close to the o/> midpoint, but is 1° 
06° close enough? 

Unless I’m missing something, this = ingress is less difficult than the 
previous T one. Looking at it at the time, I would have thought that any 
difficulties would now be in the past. 
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Figure 15 is the total eclipse of the ) that occurred early in the mom- 
ing of 30" January 1953. At Amsterdam the eclipsed ) is at the MC, 
while » o ¥ rises on the eastern horizon. At London the MC is 3° 12’ 2, 
ASC 24° 58° =. 


1:47 am EET 


30th January 1953 


Amsterdam, 


Iceland deepened rapidly and headed east. It arrived in the North Sea at 
noon the next day. At 1:45 pm the first loss of lives occurred (133 of 
them) as the Princess Victoria ferry sunk. By 6 pm winds had driven the 
storm surge southwards, causing devastating floods along Britain’s east 
coast (waves were over eighteen feet high)’. The next day the storm 
swirled around the North Sea basin to devastate the Netherlands. It was 
the worst peacetime disaster to hit either country. The sea reclaimed 
500-thousand acres from the Netherlands; almost 250-thousand acres of 
eastern England including London were flooded.” 

The ) eclipse tells the story that the ingresses, at best, only hint at. 

The 1953 floods were described as a “once-in-250 year event”—a 
rather odd phrase! Did something happen 250 years earlier? 

In the words of the author of Robinson Crusoe and Moll Flanders, 
Daniel Defoe, “No pen could describe it, not tongue express it, not 
thought conceive it unless by one in the extremity of it.” He was de- 


* The east coast of Britain has always been at risk of coastal flooding, and this 
has been resisted since the Romans first built earthen banks to protect the coast 
2,000 years ago. 

* Source: www.bbe.co.uk/veather//festures/understanding/1953_storm.shtm1 
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scribing what became known as ‘the greatest storm of all.’ 

In the last week of November 1703 a very deep depression crossed 
England, from west to east. Men and animals were flung into the air by 
winds exceeding 120 mph (it seems to have been a Force 4 Hurricane). 
In London whole rows of houses were leveled and many churches lost 
spires and towers. 

The next day Defoe saw 700 ships on the Thames “most crushed to- 
gether” with one boat rammed up and over another. Spray from the sea 
covered fields like snow, even 17 miles from the sea. Thousands of trees 
were toppled; the newly constructed Eddystone Lighthouse, built to 
withstand the greatest winds, disappeared without a trace. Coastal towns 
such as Portsmouth “looked as if the enemy had sackt them and were 
most miserably torn to pieces.” The city of Bristol was under nine feet of 
water.® 

Overall estimates of the numbers of drowned seamen in ships around 
the coast ranged from a low of 8,000 to a high of 15,000. In land there 
were many more deaths. In London Queen Anne took shelter in a cellar 
under St James Palace as chimneys toppled and part of the palace roof 
collapsed. 


Figure 16: 


1703 T Ingress 


8:04:39 am GMT 


21st March 1703 NS 


London 


27° B 0s" 


Figure 16 is the 1703 T ingress at London. Eight planets are in the 
12" house, squared by ¥ and trined by ¥. This ingress has a fixed sign 
rising and thus operates for the full twelve months. 


§ Source: www.bbc.co.uk/veather//festures/understanding/1703_storm.shtml 
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New Moon 
3:28:20 pm GMT 


8th December 1703 NS. 


igure 18: 


Total Lunar Eclipse 


1:13 am GMT 
29th June 1703 NS 
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The Great Storm occurred on 26 November, according to the old 
style Julian calendar (7" December by the new fangled Gregorian one), 
the day before the new moon, shown at Figure 17. The key aspect in 
Figure 17 is the exact trine from the new moon at 15° 56’ ¥ to % ( ¥) at 
15° 56° T (exact, 0° orb)—part of a Grand Trine with P in Q in the 4 
house—which is related to 2 (© 4, O B) at 15° 12’ Tl. o’, ruler of the 
signs containing » and 9, squares the MC from its own sign in the 6" 
house. 

Both the T ingress and the new moon are difficult charts but neither, 
as I read them, fully foretells the immensity of this unique storm. 

Instead the astrological culprit seems to be the prior total lunar eclipse 
of 29" June 1703, new style (Figure 18), five planets are in the 4" house, 
with o' ¢ X (G %, 2 ©) close to the IC and \ at the Ascendant. 

From Figures 6-10, the ingresses associated with major US floods due 
mainly to hurricanes, we have come to expect an afflicted IC in the map 
signifying such disasters. o” » X at the IC in London at the time of the 
July 1703 total lunar eclipse is therefore appropriate, especially when 
o X (an aspect that is frequently connected with ‘sudden, unexpected vio- 
lence) occurs in ©, a sign in which 0 is especially irritable and brutal; 
when the conjunction squares a » in the sign of its fall; and when the ), 
the ruler of ©, the sign containing the IC, ¥ and o’, is located in @, the 
sign in which she is most out of sorts. The ) o 0 further adds to the 
problems this chart foresees. And then there’s the close ¥ 4 P. 

It had appeared from examining the ingresses associated with several 
major US floods that ingresses contained sufficient information for the 
mundane astrologer to predict whether a natural disaster would occur 
within the ensuing year. This is not confirmed by the natural disasters of 
1953 and 1703. In both of these disasters involving the North Sea infor- 
mation contained in the charts of prior total lunar eclipses is seen to be 
essential for their prediction. 


Ken Gillman is the editor of Considerations. 
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ANNE WHITAKER 


“Teach me your mood, O patient stars 
who climb each night the ancient sky. 
Leaving no space, no shade, no scars, 
no trace of age, no fear to die.” 
R.W.Emerson 


1448 E DO NOT KNOW why we are here. This could be said to be 

the primary wound of humankind. In order to assuage it, and in 
G i) attempting to heal it, we have spun around ourselves a web of 
S/S) wonderful richness and intricacy, woven of many bright 
threads of myth, poetry, religious belief, art, sacred architecture, storytel- 
ling, music, adventurous quests of mind, body and spirit. Wars have been 
fought, and countless millions of lives destroyed, in the clash of differing 
religious beliefs and socio-political theories, which have been created in 
our attempts to heal that primary wound by creating a sense of meaning 
and order. 

However, despite the best efforts of the greatest minds throughout the 
whole of our history, we still don’t even know what consciousness is. Far 
less do we know why we tiny creatures, wonderfully creative and terrify- 
ingly destructive, cling to planet Earth, an insignificant speck of plane- 
tary gravel hurtling through the vastness of infinite space. 

S entered at the start of 1999, moving to join P, and remained there 
until the end of 2001, thus midwifing our transition into the new millen- 
nium. At a time of unprecedented turbulence and change, its presence in 
that sign poignantly signified our primary wound, and the urgency of our 
current need for the salve of some form of sustaining belief which would 
protect us from the crumbling of old certainties which seem increasingly 
unable to sustain us. 

Genetic engineering and cloning technologies are currently advancing 
with a rapidity that has left ordinary mortals reeling, unable to process 
the physical, spiritual, ethical and moral implications of the recent pro- 
methean strides of science with anything like the speed with which such 
developments seem to be taking place. 

One alternates between being awestruck and wondering at our daz- 


' previously published in Apollon, the Journal of Psychological Astrology, Issue 
3, August 1999. 
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zling cleverness as a species, and feeling repelled and deeply disturbed 
by the hubristic way in which the most intricate and subtle mechanisms 
at the core of both physical and spiritual life are being dismantled and 
recombined, as though they were so many lengths of builders’ scaffold- 
ing. 

As Man takes the first steps towards assuming the mantle of the Di- 
vine, in presuming the right to begin re-weaving the very fabric of life to 
no particularly evident pattern, we need teleological frameworks more 
than ever. This need is reflected in the proliferation of paths on the quest 
for meaning which seemed to be opening up as this new millennium be- 
gan. The longest trodden of them all, now in its seventh millennium, is 
astrology. Not only has it survived the onslaught of contemporary sci- 
ence but may even be seen in some quarters to be making alliances with 
it! 


Wounding, Healing & the Art of Astrology 


IVING OUT the contemporary context, I have been reflecting 
| deeply on what I believe in, what sustains me in coping with the 

primary wound identified in the previous section. After eighteen 
years as a student, then practitioner and teacher of astrology, the Q re- 
turning to a 12" house © and 4 transiting the IC and & has invited me to 
reappraise my involvement with our great symbolic art. What healing has 
it brought, and what wounding, both for myself, my clients, and my stu- 
dents? 

Of course, astrology itself neither heals nor wounds. Having arisen 
eons ago from attempts to create a meaningful context to human life 
through observation of the physical movements of the planets in the 
heavens, whether such a framework is experienced as wounding or heal- 
ing is heavily predicated upon the attitude of the individuals who choose 
to use it—The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars, but in ourselves, that we 
are underlings. (William Shakespeare, Julius Caesar) 

It is easy enough to talk about the positive healing benefits of an as- 
trological framework, providing as it does a major defense against what 
may seem meaningless and insignificant. Feeling connected at a personal 
level to loved ones and friends is recognized as a major factor in promot- 
ing and maintaining physical, emotional and mental health and happi- 
ness. Feeling connected at a more cosmic level lets us see that we are not 
random accidents in time and space, but threads in the weave of a greater 
pattern—very small threads perhaps, but contributors nevertheless. This 
awareness promotes a sense of spiritual well-being. There is also the 
sheer fun, excitement and intellectual discovery which the study of as- 
trology brings. 

The sense of wonder and significance that comes with realizing, for 
example, that one transiting aspect can and does produce a range of ob- 
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servable manifestations, all apparently different, which spring from the 
same core, never quite stops being thrilling no matter how long you've 
been a practitioner. » in Ill squared my ) during the Eighties. I don’t es- 
pecially recall what the emotional challenges of the time were. But I still 
vividly remember that my favorite silver chain turned almost black for 
no reason at the start of the transit, resisting several jewelers’ attempts to 
clean it up. It was dumped at the back of a drawer. Just after the transit 
was over, I came across it again—as sparking bright as the day I got it. 

Every bright light, however, has a dark shadow; in the promethean 
nature of our art lies its shadow too. It is all very well to steal the gods’ 
fire, with the noble intention of liberating humanity from some of its 
bonds with the powerful enlightenment which that fire brings. But fire 
burns. It is impossible to light up the darkness of our human limitations 
of perception, without the hand that holds the illuminating fire being 
burned by it. It’s not so easy to talk about that. But it does less than jus- 
tice, in exploring the impact of the astrological model on human con- 
sciousness, to concentrate on the healing aspects of the interaction, while 
glossing over the wounding dimensions. Exposure to the model brings 
both. 


From Art to Actual Life: the Client’s View 


MPETUS in translating this essay from inner reflection to a 
grounding in the actual world of people’s lives came, fittingly 
enough, from a recent chance encounter with a former client, Lisa, 
now aged thirty three. She was very excited about her imminent depar- 
ture to live and work in California, and we talked about that. But then, 
quite unexpectedly, she brought up the subject of the one-off reading I 
had done for her eight years previously. In common with most astrolo- 
gers, I am always interested in feedback from former clients, especially 
those with whom one only has a one -off encounter, and usually no idea 
of what the impact of the experience over time has been for them. 

What she had to say was so clearly expressed that I invited her to e- 
mail me with her comments, which she did. 


“It must be about eight years since I came to you for a read- 
ing, but there are one or two things that stand out in my 
memory about that visit. The first was how accurately you 
were able to describe aspects of my character—I can’t pre- 
tend to understand it, but for some reason seeing it laid out 
in front of me was very reassuring; perhaps because it gave 
validity to my personality. That was who I was, and you en- 
couraged me to feel good and confident about that. 
However, I think that the main benefit of that visit was the 
discussion relating to my decision-making process. You said 
you imagined that I would find this quite difficult as there 
were three equally valid and contradictory aspects to my 
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character. The outcome of that discussion was that I no 
longer got caught up in my inability to make a decision, 
something that used to cause me unnecessary stress. What I 
do now is to allow each of the viewpoints to surface until 
such time as the decision has to be made. It might seem like 
a simple thing, but it has had an enormous impact. Overall, 
I am less critical of myself. That’s got to be a good thing! ” 


Lisa’s feedback was pleasing and illuminating to have. If compared 
with feedback other astrologers receive on the effect of their one-off ses- 
sions, I feel pretty confident that the core of it would be similar, although 
of course individual clients, as Lisa did, would also emphasize individual 
themes peculiar to their own horoscope. One hopes that competent and 
sensitive astrological work has an impact on clients’ lives, where the 
healing dimensions are very much to the forefront of their experience. 

In trying to establish a general guideline for the interplay of healing 
and wounding in people’s response to exposure to the astrological model, 
one could quite effectively use the simple image of light for healing and 
dark for wounding. My feeling is, if we take a broad spectrum from very 
bright at one end to very dark at the other, that well-handled one-off con- 
sultations with clients who are at the right point of readiness for the ex- 
perience would occupy a position very close to the brightest end of that 
spectrum. 

Where individuals find themselves, of course, depends on a number 
of factors such as age, experience, maturity, sensitivity or otherwise, de- 
gree of stoicism, capacity for joy and faith in life, predisposition to de- 
pression, and so on. There is also movement up and down the spectrum, 
depending on the same range of factors combined with what life chooses 
to dish up at various points. So this image is only meant as a general ref- 
erence tool. 

However, experience and observation suggest that the more exposure 
there is to the astrological model, the more people’s position begins to 
shift from bright to darker, as the promethean implications of involve- 
ment begin to emerge. For example, one very bright and gifted male cli- 
ent, now in his mid-forties, has been coming for astrological reviews 
every year or two for over a decade. His horoscope is rich and complex, 
and includes a grand cross involving the O, », ¥, ¥ and the Qs. This 
complex pattern links in with both his brightest gifts and his deepest 
pains, and we have worked with that pattern on sufficient occasions now 
for him to have developed a clear understanding of the paradoxes it 
brings. 

On balance, he feels that having the framework which astrology pro- 
vides is more healing than wounding. But it doesn’t stop him, for exam- 
ple, fearing his » transits, at the same time knowing intellectually that 
the upcoming challenge of each one is to define who he is in the world 
more clearly, whilst jettisoning ever more of the painful old baggage 
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which slows him down. He now knows that the problem with accepting 
Prometheus’ gift is that under no circumstances can one give it back, 
even if one feels too vulnerable at times to be able to cope with it very 
well. 


From Art to Actual Life: 
the Student / practitioner’ s view 


ter with Lisa had begun, I asked my ongoing students for their 
comments. I was particularly keen to receive feedback from those 
in my monthly study/supervision group who have been students and 
practitioners for seven to eight years or more, feeling that they would 
have a more rounded perspective to offer, based on going through many 
different stages in their relationship with astrology. They were asked to 
reflect on the healing and wounding aspects of working within the astro- 
logical model, from the viewpoint of the impact their involvement had 
had on their personal lives. Here is their feedback which I found rich, 
eloquent and varied. 


Sil N FURTHER pursuing the exploration which my chance encoun- 


Marie, aged 52: 


"I came to astrology when you read my chart in May ‘87. 
Suddenly, after twenty-one years, old pain resurfaced that I 
had partly buried and partly learned to live with. I had to 
come to terms with it and heal it, if I were to live with my- 
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self. I had had a difficult time when I was nineteen. At the 
time of the consultation, ¥ was squaring the ¥ of those 
events in 1966, and P was conjunct my 6—for me, astrology 
has always been a healing tool. 

More recently, it helped me through the period of my fa- 
ther’s death in 1993 by enabling me to detach and accept by 
understanding the process. The ¥ o ¥ was exact, squaring 
his 19° = ©. At the moment of his heart attack, the Ascen- 
dant was exactly conjunct my natal 6; § was squaring my & 
when he died. 

For me, astrology is an invaluable tool. I trust more now 
in my own intuition, especially where the timing of events 
is concerned. I think we all subconsciously know when the 
time is right to take a decision, make a phone call, accept an 
offer, or whatever. I regularly run up charts for significant 
moments and find the Ascendant reveals the flavor of the 
moment, the ) the timing of the event, o the motivating 
force underlying it and ¥ often literally brings the message. 

An interesting example of this was when I began to realize 
that the house I lived in was playing a part in my healing 
process. Being convinced of the significance of certain 
moments in time, I ran up a chart for the exact moment my 
husband and I entered the house for the first time as owners. 
It was Hallowe’en, 1984 and the O was at 8° Tl conjunct my 
&. Not only that, the house’s & was conjunct my ) and Q at 
7° II, the ) was on my Ascendant and 2 on my MC. Even 
more incredible, the Ascendant of the house chart was 29° 
27° &, which turned out to be the 4 of W. G. Morton, the 
artist who had had it built in 1912—his 4 was 29° 30° @! 
Morton’s ghost haunted the house. I felt I could help him 
let go and move on. My P at 11° £2 is exactly conjunct his ) 
and IC at 10° and 11° Q. 

These amazing synchronicities prove to me how finely 
tuned our lives are and what a gift astrology is in helping 
me interpret the meaning of my life, face up to the dark side 
of my nature and co-operate as best I can with transits as 
they ebb and flow. 

We don’t always get what we expect. My Mum’s O, 9 and 
o are at 2°, 6° and 10° ~ respectively. With P crossing 
these degrees and also opposing my ) ¢ Q at 7° Il, I was 
scared I was going to lose her. She is 84. When I looked 
ahead to these P transits, it seemed a likely outcome. I'm 
sure you would agree that projecting fear onto upcoming 
transits is one of the most obvious facets of the wounding 
side of astrology. 

However, as PB stripped away all that was unnecessary in 
her life, she began to give away her money and her jewelry 
and to talk about her death in a very matter-of-fact way. 
How could she see us enjoy our inheritance if she’d gone? 
Better still, she began for the first time in my life to tell me 


Considerations XX: 4 


she loved me and was proud of me, words I had waited for 
all my life. I no longer live in fear of her death, but accept 
all our time together now as a bonus. During this period, & 
was also busy. On the day she gave me, out of the blue, a 
large sum of money, 5 was 2° ~ conjunct her O, and the IC 
of the moment! 

I can only sum up by saying that whenever I feel I’m 
stumbling around in the dark, Astrology restores my faith in 
life by reconnecting me to a sense of meaning and purpose." 


Andrea, aged 39: 


“On the whole, I've been very lucky with the astrologers 
I’ve met. Almost all have been good people, good astrolo- 
gers and have definitely helped me on my way. From a per- 
sonal viewpoint, astrology has helped me to open my heart 
and my soul to a way of being centered on self-acceptance 
and love; I'm not sure I would have managed that otherwise. 
I've learned to treat myself with a bit more sympathy and 
understanding—and hopefully treat other people the same 
way. My experience of astrology has opened me to the 
deeper mysteries of life—even if I can’t put that into words 
or fully understand it, I know it's there. That’s such a heal- 
ing experience, because the sense of awe makes me want to 
try harder to be responsible for my life, to live it in a posi- 
tive way. 

Having said all that, for a while I didn’t look at the 
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Ephemeris or any astrology. Partly, the reason for that is 
that astrology can turn me away from my own life. That 
seems a complete contradiction to what I've just said. 
Maybe, for me, this is the wounded/wounding side of as- 
trology—being so busy reading astrology, looking at charts, 
thinking about aspects, looking at planets, transits, progres- 
sions, or midpoints meant I was too busy to live my life in 
the present—I would be thinking about the past or looking 
to the future. 

Recently, when looking at my transits, (which I hadn’t 
looked at for months) I had a sharp intake of breath as I saw 
4. ¥, ¥, B and progressed ) all triggering planets in my 
natal chart. The sense of trepidation was almost overwhelm- 
ing. I have to work hard to just meet life as it comes. For 
me, that's a real challenge—astrology can help me to be 
more aware, but I have to resist the urge to think I know 
what it means before I get there.” 


Charlotte, aged 35: 


“[’ve never really been asked to consider the wounding as- 
pects of astrology in such a direct way before. I did have a 
bit of a job focusing on the question without the more posi- 
tive aspects coming up all the time! I think the serious study 
of astrology knocked me out of the idyllic vision I had had 
of my family background. I had to accept that my parents 
weren’t perfect, and the overall effect of this was enlighten- 
ing but also disappointing. It kind of knocked me into the 
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real world and showed me things as they were, which I 
found quite hard to come to terms with. 

Seeing things in black and white on the astrological chart 
led to a lot of resentment on my part, raising a lot of diffi- 
cult questions which I’m still working hard to understand. I 
think this can sometimes side track me and stop me getting 
on with things, and lead to some disasters which might not 
have occurred otherwise—although I would say I do have a 
natural tendency to analyze things anyway. Astrology just 
provides more scope for this. 

There is also the question “Why me? Why did I have to 
have this chart?” which may be quite childish, but did lead 
at one time to some resentment at the apparent unfairness of 
it all. Especially when you are grappling with hard P and » 
aspects. You know you have your work cut out for you, and 
that life is not going to be easy. The prospect of living your 
life with these aspects can be quite daunting and depressing, 
and lead to a lot of despondency at times. 

Another factor that’s hard to take on board is that you are 
responsible for yourself. You can’t go around blaming other 
people for your misfortunes all the time. You have to take 
responsibility for your part in the drama. It’s your stuff, and 
you’re the only one who can deal with it. This can lead to a 
lot of self criticism on my part and a good deal of depres- 
sion if things aren’t working out. 

Looking at it from a promethean point of view, Prome- 
theus stole fire from the gods. He knew he would suffer for 
it, but he also, I think, knew on some intuitive level that he 
was doing the right thing. And in the end he was released 
from his suffering. Personally, I couldn’t not know. Other- 
wise I wouldn’t have pursued the subject as long as I have. I 
just hope it works out for me in the end too.” 


Alice, aged 35: 

“My first experience with ‘real’ as opposed to ‘Sun Sign’ 
astrology was at night school. My birth chart was not what I 
had expected. I was atrue *, adventurous, lucky, fun loving 
and optimistic, wasn’t I? Oh yes—I was pleased with my 
grand trine in fire. That made sense; but a meek, mild, ser- 
vice-seeking TM ascendant was not exactly me. Oh well, I 
suppose I could come across that way to some people. 
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Then I see it—a small black glyph sitting right on top of 
my Ascendant. It must be a mistake. I feel like scrubbing it 
out. I don’t want PB there on my lovely chart. I’m nothing 
like a Tl type—moody, emotional, secretive, jealous, and 
controlling. My Q sitting smugly in 6 does not enhance my 
frame of mind. I take small consolation from hearing it is 
earthy and loyal. I feel cheated, and continue to long for a 2 
in 0. 

Gradually over the term, astrology stripped me of my pre- 
conceptions of myself, and left me exposed to the facts. I 
could no longer carry on in blissful denial of the deeper, 
darker side of my nature. 

A significant turning point came when I was asked to ex- 
plain the types of things which had been happening to me, 
since I was experiencing my % return at that point. I 
couldn’t explain. I hadn’t a clue what was going on. Where 
did I start? My teacher then summarized, in a couple of 
minutes, the way I had been feeling and how it was all part 
of a process. The light had been switched on. It was an 
amazing experience. I felt understood, accepted, and not 
alone. 

The more I learned about the interacting energies within 
my chart, the more I could accept myself and stop having to 
put on an act. The energy I had previously been using to 
keep 2 well at bay could now be directed towards more con- 
structive pursuits. I felt freed. The healing had begun.” 
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Healing and Wounding: 
a Close and Intricate Weave 


The big picture: I had hoped in asking for feedback from long-term 
students that they would provide a range of responses which illustrated 
the main themes regarding both the healing and the wounding dimen- 
sions of astrology. They did not disappoint me. Andrea's "sense of awe,” 
which inspires her to try harder to take responsibility for her life and live 
it in a positive way, is typical of the spiritual and soul healing which the 
study and practice of astrology can bring. This is well illustrated also by 
Marie's concluding comment that "whenever I feel I’m stumbling around 
in the dark, Astrology restores my faith in life by reconnecting me to a 
sense of meaning and purpose." 

However, there are also wounding dimensions to setting one's small 
individual life in the context of the big picture. The planetary energies 
are archetypal, and the further out you go, especially to the great collec- 
tive powers of X, ¥ and P, the harder it is to hold onto any sense of per- 
sonal identity, to uniqueness. There is a cold inexorability to the unfold- 
ing of the planetary pattern through space and time, an utter impersonal- 
ity. Being given a slice of that time and space as an image of one's all too 
fallible humanness can be less than comforting; in fact it can be very 
threatening. 

I sometimes get a gut sense of this while out walking in the Scottish 
hills, something I am addicted to doing, and will do under almost any 
weather conditions. Go to wild, remote places and you become aware of 
the archetypal forces of nature, their potentially destructive power, even 
as your soul is being uplifted by marvelous landscape and the utter peace 
of being where the only sound is of the wind and of birdsong. In these 
beautiful, peaceful places I have occasionally had fear descend on me 
even on sunny days, accompanying an awareness of how implacably in- 
different the landscape is to my existence. Its power could sweep my life 
away given a sudden change of weather, or one slip on a hillside could 
turn me into yet another fatality statistic. As Shakespeare reminds us in 
King Lear: 

"As flies to wanton boys, are we to the gods; 
They kill us for their sport." 


At times of personal bleakness that afflict us all on occasion, looking 
at the horoscope doesn't always bring a sense of comforting connection 
to higher powers. 


The individual chart: One of the most potent pieces of healing that as- 
trology has to offer was, I felt, well summed up by Lisa, the one-off cli- 
ent: 
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how accurately you were able to describe aspects 
of my character—I can’t pretend to understand it, but for 
some reason seeing it laid out in front of me was very reas- 
suring. Perhaps because it gave validity to my personality. 
That was who I was." 


Over and over again, I have heard from clients that the most valuable 
thing about their astrology reading was just that validation Lisa com- 
mented on. 

But Charlotte's question "Why me? Why did I have to have this 
chart?" clearly illustrates where all but the most blithe of us have surely 
been, as the harder realities of certain chart configurations began to dawn 
with our more sophisticated understanding of the implications of the na- 
tal horoscope. Certain natal chart configurations may be wonderful op- 
portunities for growth, but it's usually going to be bloody painful when 
they're triggered, and this is a lifetime's reality which even the sturdiest 
of us find hard to face and accept, especially in times of vulnerability. If 
there's anyone reading this who feels joyous at having been given an ex- 
act % ¢ B linked with most of their personal planets, could they please 
phone me, and reverse the charges! 

The contrasts provided so humorously by Alice, who celebrated her 
» energies as "adventurous, lucky, fun loving and optimistic" but wanted 
to scrub out B when she saw it sitting right on top of her Ascendant, who 
longed for 2 in 6 whilst being decidedly lukewarm about her actual ¢ in 
&, is so typical of most students’ reaction to initial exposure to their natal 
chart. 

I think it's also fairly typical of most astrologers’ starting position in 
their developing relationship with their own horoscopes over time. Ide- 
ally, one comes to the point of enjoying and utilizing for example one's 
O-)-\ grand trine in fire without being too immodest about it, or too 
obviously pitying those lesser mortals not fortunate enough to have had 
this divine gift bestowed upon them. If it is also possible to come to an 
acceptance of difficult energies such as X ¢ P rising—notice that Alice 
neglected even to mention P's close companion on her Ascendant!— 
combined with finding some positive outward channel for its disruptive, 
wayward and potentially destructive power, then one is well on the way 
to living in a reasonably positive way with the unique challenges of the 
individual birth chart. 


The unfolding pattern: The intricate weave of healing and wounding is 
very obvious in considering the responses to transits and progressions of 
those of us who have trodden the astrological path for a while. Trying to 
second guess the universe's response to our presence in it seems to be a 
favorite occupation of astrologers. This is trenchantly summed up by 
Andrea : 
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"I have to work hard to just meet life as it comes. For me, 
that's a real challenge—astrology can help me to be more 
aware, but I have to resist the urge to think I know what it 
means before I get there.” 


Astrologers can be hubristic, arrogant and just plain wrong in their at- 
tempts to know what it means before they get there—damaging to their 
clients as well as themselves. Astrology is a very powerful aid to aware- 
ness. It is also very useful in mapping out the terrain in broad terms, and 
in offering accurate timings. But life reminds us often enough, through 
our mistakes and errors of judgment of the planetary pattern, that the un- 
conscious, by definition, is precisely that. It is not notable for an inclina- 
tion to reveal deeper intentions beyond the ego's access, just because 
some astrologer is standing somewhere near the entrance cave to its mys- 
terious terrain waving an ephemeris, shouting “J’m pretty sure this 9- 
transit means...” 

Alice's and Marie's differing feedback on their response to transits 
also sums up both ends of the healingsvounding continuum well, from a 
somewhat different perspective to that of Andrea. On the one hand we 
have Alice describing her teacher's clarifying what was going on at Al- 
ice’s Return: 

" The light had been switched on. It was an amazing experi- 
ence. I felt understood, accepted, and not alone. 


Marie's reaction to recent transits affecting her elderly mother was a 
lot less positive: 
“I was scared I was going to lose her. She is 84. When I 
looked ahead to these P transits, it seemed a likely outcome. 
I'm sure you would agree that projecting fear onto upcoming 
transits is one of the most obvious facets of the wounding 
side of astrology." 


Yes, I certainly do agree! And we've all done it, no matter how spiri- 
tual, actualized, wise or mature we think we are. Most beginning students 
find their introduction to transits and progressions enlightening, produc- 
tive of a powerful sense of meaningful connection to something greater 
than themselves, exhilarating—and scary. As a teacher, I find I have to 
work hard to strike the right balance between giving information, setting 
a constructive context, offering honesty and realism, always trying to be 
aware of my own permanent and serious limitations by virtue of being 
human, avoiding projecting my own particular fears, and bringing in the 
tempering influence of humor. I also have to realize, after all that, that 
students must negotiate for themselves what the balance is going to be 
for them between the healing and wounding facets of the study and prac- 
tice of astrology. 

I always point out to them when they start expressing fears about up- 
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coming transits—» and P being the favorite raisers of fear—that ninety 
nine point nine five percent of the human race has got through the whole 
of our collective history without knowing anything about astrology, de- 
spite the fact that one hundred per cent of us have always had every kind 
of transit from the start of life till its end. This usually helps! It is very 
important not to give the impression that astrological knowledge can pro- 
tect us from life. Its great healing gift is that it can help us greatly to 
make some sense of it. 


Conclusion: Why is it that that so few people, having penetrated such a 
complex subject to the stage of acquiring a reasonable degree of fluency, 
seem to give up the practice of astrology, despite it having a wounding as 
well as a healing dimension? I suspect a major reason is that once virgin- 
ity has been lost, it cannot be regained. For most of us, the price paid for 
that loss of innocence is worth it, for the more complex and full, albeit 
more difficult, life that is opened up as a result. Once the gods' fire has 
been stolen, it cannot be returned. Furthermore, as Charlotte put it : 


"Personally, I couldn’t not know. Otherwise I wouldn’t have 
pursued the subject as long as I have." 


Trust a multiple ~ to put that into words for the rest of us! There is an 
incurable curiosity in human beings and a relentless drive to create 
meaning, perhaps in the hope that one day we will be able to heal the 
primary wound of not knowing why we are here. Once we have held the 
gods' stolen fire overhead, and seen the intriguing, flickering, chimerical 
shadows it throws up for us, we become addicted to the quest to find 
what the shapes behind those shadows might be. 


Anne Whitaker has a long background in adult education, social work, private 
counseling and supervision, and the teaching and practice of astrology. She 
lives in Glasgow, Scotland and has had many essays, articles and pieces of jour- 
nalism published in the UK, USA and Australia in recent years. Her research 
study of the 1987 \ o X, Jupiter meets Uranus: from erotic bathing to star gaz 
ing, is due to be published next year; the first version of the study appeared over 
three issues of Considerations, 1999-2000. Anne can be contacted at astrol- 
ogyworks@ecosse.net. 
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Axel Harvey writes: 

For all the good will in the world, I find it hard to associate X with 
adagio (Gerald Jay Markoe, "The musical correlations of a natal chart,” 
Considerations XX: 3). & may be "slowish" in its orbital motion, but its 
action in natal astrology is often fast and startling. This shows what can 
happen when analogy rules. 

The temptation to create analogies from astronomical data is unavoid- 
able, at least for astrologers, but analogy should be washed down with a 
quart of skepticism—the more so when the non-astronomical side of the 
analogy is something as culture-bound as music. While Markoe is proba- 
bly correct to note that the interval of the perfect fifth is practically uni- 
versal, there is no guarantee that the schemes we use to guide our under- 
standing and creation of music constitute cosmic law. Markoe is also no 
doubt right in saying that all musics around the world tend to be describ- 
able according to similar tonal schemes. What is not so certain is the di- 
rect link he makes between the many musics and the one scheme. It is a 
scheme, an intellectual construct, rather than music itself which can pro- 
vide the basis of an analogy; and different cultures (i.¢., different ways of 
slicing reality) might turn up different schemes and hence different 
"cosmic" analogies likely to improve our work as astrologers. Yes, even 
as Western astrologers. 

From a little googling I found that ethnomusicologists have almost 
pinned down the basics of Pygmy music. 

"Ethnomusicologists generally agree to say that Pygmy mu- 
sics use anhemitonic pentatonic scales, but opinions diverge 
when it gets more specific. Pierre Sallée believed the Biba- 
yak Pygmies of Gabon used a equipentatonic scale until his 
use of a Synclavier music computer led him to rather con- 
sider 'a scale taking in account the presence of perfect 
fifths, whose principle remains to be found” (communica- 
tion to the Congress of Ethnomusicology in Belfast, 1985). 

Unfortunately he died the same year. 

Simha Arom's pioneer research on scales in Central Af- 
rica involve testing different scale models by asking musi- 
cians to play them on a transformed DX7 synthesizer. In 
these experiences, the equipentatonic scale was the most 
frequently accepted as a valid model. On the other hand, 
pitch measurements he made on xylophones in the same 
area consistently suggest scales with three different types of 
basic intervals. Besides, in a series of publications (Analyse 
musicale 23, 1991) about his research, he mentions a hy- 
pothesis ‘trying to assimilate the studied scales to a penta- 
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tonic system constructed not from the cycle of fifths, but 
from the series of natural harmonics" 
(Vincent Kenis in 
http://infohost.nmt.edu/~jstarret/pygmies.html). 

There is no Pygmy musician in my neighborhood who could tell me 
how he feels about the organization of sound in his music, but the answer 
might differ significantly from any scheme coming out of the ethnomusi- 
cologists' study of the same music. And the Pygmy's viewpoint might 
very well help me find a new Zodiac. 


—Montreal, Quebec. 


Gerald Jay Markoe responds: 

My work with music and astrology started from "ground 0" which 
means that I put aside everything I knew about astrology and music and 
endeavored to find "pure" correlations between music and the planets. I 
called Uranus "Adagio" simply because of it's relative speed around the 
Sun. Mercury being the fastest (Allegro) and Pluto being the slowest 
(largo). True "Adagio" does not agree with the astrological interpretation 
of Uranus, but it does correlate with it's speed around the sun relative to 
the other planets. 

Thanks for your interest and I welcome any more questions or com- 
ments. 

I would like to add that the only real value to my work (in my opin- 
ion) is when people hear the music of the planets at their birth. All the 
rest is interesting talk but I'm not sure it has any practical value. 

For years I did charts by printing them out and them playing them. In 
these days where every computer can play music I am looking for a pro- 
grammer to work with me to create a program or a plug-in where people 
can hear the music of their own birth chart or any other chart that they 
do. Now with today’s technology the time has come to make this avail- 
able to people to hear any chart. It's an idea whose time has come. 

—New York 
Betrand Russell wrote: 
On the basis of his study of dogs, he [Ivan Petrovitch Pavlov, M. D., the 
physiologist who investigated when and how much dogs salivated] ac- 
cepts the view of Hippocrates that there are four temperaments, namely, 
choleric, melancholic, sanguine, and phlegmatic. The phlegmatic and 
sanguine he regards as the saner types, while the melancholic and chol- 
eric are liable to nervous disorders. He finds his dogs divisible into these 
four types, and believes the same to be true of human beings. 
—The Scientific Outlook, New York: W. W. Norton, 1931, p. 51 
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Pluto...? No, I won’t go there— 

But I understand him. 
However, Neptune... 

Who can fathom this... this... God? 

So sublime in his ways and means, 
Even his agents are cloaked in a negligee of mystery. 
As for the sea-god himself, 
I can only conjure an image of a large figure 

Cloaked in his ancient mariner robes, 

Nay pea... dark blue or black chamois... perhaps velour 
All covered w/ misty minions of tiny diamond drops of dew 
Sparkling, w/ no help from the sun 
In the blurred fog of a remote ocean calm... 

The still air only occasionally broken by 
The low flapping hush of his sacred seabird. 


The black beard 
Covered w/ same diamond drops 
Partially obscures a rare, wry smile 
That cracks over large & wet teeth 
If, and only if, he perceived one of us 
Who, having pursued one of his delusional courses, 
Arrived at the door-step of the asylum. 
Or, conversely, in acknowledgement of 
The rare hero who, grasping the 12" lighthouse 
Has vaulted valiantly out of Neptune’s tentacled depths 
Spewing an ecstatic salt-water cry at the position of the sun. 


This giant of our solar system 
Penetrates our rawest and most archetypical 
Desires, inspirations and ideals 
With an elixir that we scramble to label— 
But has no name, nevermore 
Other than what the hero screamed. 

As he spewed forth his victory catharsis 
Towards the sun. 


—7™ July 2005 
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